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PeCo-Mediator : Development and Modelling of a Supporting System

for Sharing and Handling Personal Connections

Hiroak! OcaTa,T Yonro Yano,t Nosuko Furucor: T and Qun Jin |

A PeCo (Personal Connection) is often a starting point for business activities. This paper
describes : 1) PeCo-Mediator, which facilitates access to others who can help problem solving
in business activities by sharing and using wide ranges PeCos beyond individuals, 2) its flexible
database which has a flexible data-structure and key concepts “flexibility and adaptability”, 3)
a model of PeCos. The flexible database allows users to store their diverse personal informa-
tion and to easily find people who can help solve their business problems. Use of shared PeCos
through PeCo-Mediator facilitates access to the background of hitherto unknown people. The
characteristic feature of the model lies in its utilization of explicit and implicit relationships
in the database and in their scale representing their strength (closeness). Using their scale,
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PeCo-Mediator suggests every potential PeCos through their visualization.
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