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~An Active Awareness System Using Far-end Controllable Cameras

TOMOAKI KAWALt YUICHI BANNAIT and HIDEYUKI TAMURA*

Distributing live video scenes and human behaviors throughout computer networks facili-
tates human communications and group-oriented works. We developed ARGUS, an awareness-
support system, which captures wide-scope and high-quality images by controlling multiple
cameras in distributed offices. We call active control of cameras to acquire awareness infor-
mation as Active Awareness. Inherent in the ARGUS systems’ potential to provide abundant
information is the risk of violation of people’s privacy. Therefore, we have modeled office
environments and categorized cameras for awareness into two types. To reduce the risk of
violation of privacy, ARGUS provides several levels of access restriction functionalities applied
to each of these camera types. We also report considerations on psychological impact on users
through experimental usage of the ARGUS in our office.
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