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Defining Infomation Ethics

TAKEO TATSUMI' and YASUNARI HARADAft

As the Internet became readily accessible to the general public, the term “information ethics”
came to refer to everything from manners, etiquette, rules, regulations, laws, and human
rights. Current discussions on“information ethics” tend to be about how to inform and enforce
these manners, rules and regulations. One cause of this confusion is that the Japanese lan-
guage does not make a clear distinction between “ethical principles” and“ethical judgements.”
Because of this conflation, prevalent discussions on“information ethics” are heading toward
how to self-monitor communicative contents. In its true sense of the word, “information ethics”
should be virtues that those dealing with information interchange should possess. In our age of
the Internet,“information ethics” has both the producers’ aspect and the consumers’ aspect.
In this paper, we first discuss whether the term“ethics” has any bearing with“information
ethics”, and then analyze genuinely relevant aspects into the following three categories: (i)
ethical principles and common sense in an internationalized society, (ii) elements of infor-
mation processing and how international and/or domestic standards work, (iii) morals, laws,
rules, manners, etiquette and ethics. Among these, copyright and privacy pose special prob-
lems when dealing with the Internet, and we have given detailed arguments and proposals on
these two issues.
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