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Collecting Impression Expressions for
Research on Music Retrieval based on User’s Impressions

TADAHIKO KuMAMOTOt and KIMIKO OHTA'

To develop a music-retrieval system based on user’s impressions, designers are asked to
determine which impression expressions people would use to retrieve a specific music piece
using such a system. In conventional studies, however, words or phrases collected for other
purpose rather than those used for music retrieval were adopted as impression expressions.
This causes a problem that users can not necessarily input words suitable for representing
the impression of their target music piece. We, therefore, collected impression expressions
used for music retrieval by questionnaire. In this paper, we describe how we collected these
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expressions and explain how to view the results of our questionnaire via the Internet.
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Fig.1 Image of the Web page for our questionnaire.

01 0o0O0o
Table 1 Sexes of the answerers to our questionnaire.
oo 170 (56.1%)
oo 133 (43.9%)
oo 303 (100%)

02 0000
Table 2 Ages of the answerers to our questionnaire.

20000 7 (2.3%)
20029 O 113 (37.3%)
30039 0 106 (35.0%)
40049 O 51  (16.8%)
500 59 O 19 (6.3%)
60000 7 (2.3%)
oo 303 (100%)
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Table 3 Occupation of the answerers to our
questionnaire.

0o 235 (77.6%)

ooooo 37 (12.2%)

oooo 23 (7.6%)

oo 7 (2.3%)

oo 1 (0.3%)

oo 303 (100%)
04 0000

Table 4 Experience on music of the answerers to our

questionnaire.

0oooo 3 (1.0%)
0oooooo 4 (1.3%)
00000000 36 (11.9%)
ooooo 118 (38.9%)
noo 142 (46.9%)
0o 303 (100%)

05 0000 QQODOOoooo
Table 5 Examples of answers for Question No.9 in our
questionnaire.
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Table 6 Type classification of impression words.
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