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Constructing Social Relationships on the Net
for Loose Collaborative Learning

ToMO’0 INOUE,T TAKAYUKI JINNO,t TAKURO OKAMURATt
and KEN-ICHI OKADA't

Self-paced Web-based distance learning environment has problems such as sense of isolation
and high dropout rate of learners despite its popularity. This paper discusses those problems,
pointing out the importance of constructing social relationships among learners. To examine
a mechanism of constructing such a social relationships on the network, learning activities
are categorized based on the characteristics of a learners’ group. Through this, a “loose
collaborative learning” is defined. To realize this type of learning activity, a method called
“communication-based dynamic configuration of learners’ groups” is proposed accordingly.
Then as a backup of the method, SocioBoard, a Web-based bulletin board system that help
construction of social relationships, is described as well as the evaluation of its interface.
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Table 1 Categories of collaborative learning based on the
characteristics of learners’ group (upper row in a
cell: state of learning activity, bottom row in a

cell: state of learners’ group).
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Fig.1 Structure of the SocioBoard.
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Table 2 Experiment design.
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Table 3 Results.
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Fig.3 Bulletin board interfaces for the control experiment.
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