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A Quantitative Analysis on Ukiyo-e of Kabuki Actor Faces Drawn by Syaraku and Toyokuni
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There are few researches on analyzing the shape of objects or figures in paintings with a quantitative

method. This paper focuses on comparing different patterns of shapes of Kabuki actor faces drawn by two

representative Japanese painters, Syaraku and Toyokuni, based on a statistical approach. The results

derived from principle component analysis of measurement data have revealed the main differences in

drawing techniques between two painters’ works, and also led a conclusion that Syaraku and Toyokuni

should be different painters.
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