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An analysis of associated words networks extracted from Renga and Harikai databases

Shigeki IWAI and Shoji YAMADA
International Research Center for Japanese Studies (Nichibunken)

This research aims to illustrate and analyze the networks of associated words extracted
from Renga and Haikai poems, which is said that it had influenced variously and
considerably on the arts and literature of medieval Japan. At first, we extracted some
associated words from Renga and Haikai databases provided by Nichibunken. We found that
the most of extracted words are derived from Renga. Next, we made an associated words
network diagram of Renga. The diagram is divided by two axes: the seasons (spring-autumn)
and time (before and after sunset). In addition, we could observe that the diagram varies
across the ages.
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