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A Study of History and Structure of Nagauta music:

An Analysis of the Statistics of the Database of Kabuki Casts Programs

TAKENOUCHI Emiko
Faculty of Literature , Meiji Gakuin University

In this study, I attempted to analyze the history and structure of Nagauta music from Kabuki casts programs. In so doing, I
examined a database which I have made from approximately 4500 Kabuki casts programs of the Kyoto-Osaka area in the
Edo period. From this database, I sampled some leading Nagauta players, and investigated their social networks based on their
actual performances.

As a result, [ found that Nagauta music expanded in the Kyoto-Osaka area from the middle of Edo period onward; in other
words, Nagauta music was one of the major music in the area until the end of Edo period. The analysis of the data also shows
that there had been several groups of players according to their rank, and most of the performances were done by players from
the same group in the middle of Edo period. However, as the unity of clans of players was tightened in the later period, there
were a number of performances by the players of the same clan, not of the same group based on a rank. Moreover, this study
illustrates that groups of Nagauta players can be classified into three types depending on its periods, and that Nagauta in the
Kyoto-Osaka area has developed in its own way, quite differently from other areas.
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