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Digital Archives and Virtual Library for Historical Materials

Mamoru Shibayamat, Yoshikuni Yoshiit, Kazutoshi Fujikawaf,
Venkatesh Raghavant, and Osamu Nonakaf
Media Center, Osaka City Universityt and Fuji Photo Film Co., Ltd.

Recently, the digitalization material such as historical document and the valuable books is
being carried out by many organizations aiming to develop electronic libraries and museums. Such
digitalization efforts often fail to adequately address important issues concerning document
preservation and digital content delivery. Moreover, even in the case of providing access via WWW,
these digital presentations provide merely a photographic record of the original materials. In this
paper, we describe the process for digitalization of 4 documents including "The Document of
Japanese Economic History" taking into consideration aspects such as document preservation and
optimal content delivery. Further, we discuss various aspects relating to the development a "Virtual
library" which would provide an interactive environment for exchanging opinions and comments
about these documents. A walk through and "virtual bookshelf" feature are newly implemented for
the document retrieval. Several user-interfaces related to the "virtual library" are presented and an

information retrieval based on Z39.50 standard using OpenText5.1 is also discussed.
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