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Abstract: This paper reports the results of an analysis of domain names that look similar in appearance
to the domain name tokyo2020.org used for the official website of the 32nd Olympic Games (2020/Tokyo)
held in the summer of 2021 (hereinafter referred to as “similar domain names”). We analyzed domain name
data collected from January 2020 to August 2021, and revealed the following results. (1) At the time of the
opening ceremony on July 23, 2021, 1,825 active similar domain names had been registered. (2) A total of
4,158 unique similar domain names have been registered since the measurement started in January 2020. (3)
Following the decision to postpone the event for one year, a large number of similar domain names contain-
ing the substring 2021 were registered. (4) Malicious websites using the similar domain names have always
existed since the beginning of the measurement study. Number of malicious websites increased especially in
July when the opening ceremony was approaching. (5) Most of the malicious websites were disguised as live
streaming sites. Based on the obtained findings, we discuss the appropriate operation and management of
domain names that will be used for large-scale global events held in future.
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