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Construction of the corpus of "Senmyd" with multiple readings
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As a part of the Corpus of Historical Japanese, the National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics
created a morphologically annotated corpus of the senmyé in the “Shoku Nihongi,” written in the 8" century.
During this period official Japanese texts were usually written in Classical Chinese, but senmyé were written in
native Japanese. Because function words such as particles and adverbs are written in these texts in man'yogana,
which indicate pronunciations, senmyd constitute a very important material of the Japanese language providing
the reading and pronunciation of texts from a period for which transliteration is difficult. In making this corpus,
we prepared both the original Chinese text and the translated Japanese text and made it possible to refer to both
texts at the same time. In order to resolve difficulties where the notation and word information do not simply
correspond to each other (for example, in cases of uncommon readings for Chinese characters), we provided
multiple entries in the morphological information assigned to the item in question.
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