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A Study of Usage Frequency Patterns for Kana-character Variants  
in the Ikeda-bon Text of the Tale of Genji 

Tetsuya Saito (College of Business Administration, Shukutoku University) 
 

In this paper, I report the results of an analysis that sought to determine differences between manuscripts in the 
usage distribution trends for different kana-character variants, by performing a frequency analysis on such 
variants across the volumes of the Ikeda-bon manuscript of the Tale of Genji. As a result of clustering analysis, it 
was demonstrated that -- precisely as otherwise indicated by their bibliographic characteristics -- (1) it was 
possible to divide up the main volumes between two different copyists, and (2) that among the set of volumes 
assigned to one of these copyists, a consistent pattern could be observed in usage frequency trends for 
kana-character variants, with a closeness of distance found between the volumes. 
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