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Recently, demands for 3D urban models are growing in various fields such as urban planning and
landscape simulation. This paper presents a method for creating large urban 3D models from GIS
spatial data automatically, based on prototype models created by a modeling software such as Google
SketchUp. Our purposein this research is to recreate historical city landscape of Kyoto in avirtual
space, which is used as digital contents to introduce traditional Kyoto culture worldwide. Google
Earth isaplatform that is suited for this purpose. It isalso suited for visualizing 3D urban models
together with variety of geographical information. We apply our method and devel op a softwareto
automatically model Kyoto city of the Edo Era, utilizing GIS spatial data created from ancient maps.
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