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Abstract : This paper presents a principle that elicits subjective probabilities from state-
ments on the Internet. This principle consists of (1) subjective probability interpretation
that transforms statements on the Internet into constraints on the subjective probabilities
of humans who describe the statements, and (2) subjective probability determination that
elicits subjective probabilities from the set of the constraints. This principle is introduced by
referring to an example of articles for electric products on the Internet.



1 FL®ic

WE, Av2—Zy bOYURICX D, ARGZHR

BECHEAET s RFOBEHRHCEYSTE 2 L5
Choke T5LIRRKDDET, Fv bbA
shatE@ 80 . ABOERICHILT 2 BIER R
BT (2,5 &5 LIS L DB
HbhT i DD, v MERICES CHBNEK
BREELVWEWnZ %, COFRELTR, 2y MEHR
BERTH o) (KEOEH»LHELTE 0%
WHEED), HDEVALAT ALY (Re L
FLWERA~EHINE2D) T3 enDdToh
%0 25 L7cky MEROMWER., ThbhbEY
AW TIVEERERBC LT3, 22T, Ex
X, =—F oM L CEETRIRED Rt b 7
FARL 2% 542527 6% DSIU & 27 A1 LFE
U, 20EHEZEHEL T2 ED T3 [6,13).
YEHRE R TS e it EANIC THREORS
B U 5% BRI TS A HESRARE) & T4E
Uikl R LB L 2 E BT 57— % |
DOTODEERBEL BB, TDS5 BEER, 12—
FOBLD HRMOHICHE L CBEThIERVO
T, BEALC D > TCORBRZLH I b LA
WA, REENCREIhCWBEXANE 11Kk
ESWCEETELTHS 5, chiestL T, iif
X kv MEE Tabb, BACAEEZESR, L
—FEFH L A LS AR A2bDTHSC
LHEREIND, LatioT, ARIAEEICHERM
BMEHET S X5 abETR. BRABDOBUE, #
BATHICERE 2 X M ERATR, HEN LR
LAV, xDHETYRTFLADERKIZ. TS5 L
T HERAREZ W L CEST 2 0BEE L 5 5,
5 LaME LTy Fxlx T2y MEHER-
THETT 3 =D OHERR. ThBEE v P CFET
50CHRAVHIL LEX. FIZE, &y Tt
ENZBRAH 2o TP, FEECOTDOT 4Ry
TavRERE THEHEENERERZHCT S Lo
ZERBR LN B, T5 LA by Hikk e Hftic
Bl CoHFEIRSEECE 200 Livh v, 2y
BT BT 5 LR, EhBEEBEANE
REATEY, £, RACEFHFOIOICEHF I

lz ziky DSIU i “F v = ¥” e§5ia, Decision Sup-
port for Internet Users DEETH 5,

T, T5 LA EBMICHERNGE BEC
R Bx ko MEREH S BERARR<— 2%
BETICLNTELEAS, DDk sAaELIC
HSE, Fexlk, v b Lo OHEREESE B
B8 3 HEoTR e DT 5,

Fxd, THETIC, F v b LIRS HHER
HEEZHIET 5 D OHAFHPREL 2 (13 £
LT 5 Lckgs HEof 5 HikRIREL, £
Boxy  LoiErHAwc, 208 REREL
e [12)e T 5 LAHEERCE I HETR, £
T ¥R MEHTORY B b, Mo ARROBE LT
bk, 2T Ty ARTR. FEICRE L R
BorbOEAFEYRYOEITN YRS
X5 iR T 5, AT, CDIGRE h A AR
F o RS L P C OBERHERRER. (1)
* v b _EOFGR % EERHER DT ORRIRICE
5 5 TERERR L . (2) Boh FRROES
»OXEBEEY —EICED S EBRERE L » ok
3, AfETR. ¥, 2ECEEEERROE LS
7tk 3 ECEHBEEREOEI/LET .

2 FEERER

AETH, Fv FEOFRIEEEERICONT
DHFIR T 5 EHERFERICO VTR~ 5,
X b B AEFRRD S, v b EOFGRIE LT,
FYENT A S OMEFEERDY L5, 2L T,
CDRHER DO, HEFTEAA A TOEEICONT,
ZoHEE (Bl BRAR. v X) ok (E
B 2T s RERAE A BT 5REERE L 5,

TERERER TR, 23, Xy F LoftRxX® %
NZEIR L 2 ARID b o BHESR IO VT O
LT T 3, Bl THEEs XEER2ELT
5] itk EhEiil L 2 AR o:ERESR
Kot ks #FAT 5 ¢, BEOEEIR Y
BRI KEL RS LS BEHESLTHS LFR
FTE3DRZUTHAH5, T5 LRI, RDXS
KERALT B EBTE S,

Pr(HE = Bk = s) > Pr(EE = B\»)

PEDX5 T sc2ickd, v + LoitR
T THERAS A— 20k Y 5 B3 (FER(E) of
BE/PNET M) ¢ LCHIET A L ATRES



b

FBHEROBIBICOWTR, ThET, BIEE
B (8, 9. SEEL OBER (1, 3] DEP LEEx D
BITbNTE o LALAXDL, THLOLDHAETIE,
F v b BB X it S & HEHEK & oBfRIC
DNTHEFARLDI TR, B4 OWETR, F v
b LRI b RBER T BE T s R BiET
YOTHE, Lot (1) 2y ook
AERERHCE LA, (2) ThE 0 X5 AKX
OIEH & L TRFT 5 0Z4H. KD T OB
BEEEED. T5 LABA» bR, RROLHEIHE
ROPFRE. OSSR E * v b Lot 2 &
Bicd DICHERE I W B HERD 5,

Pearl i3, AREDF0ak L2505 L cirEiciE
BELED, ZOMBERMERETIFEL 2 [10l /.
Goldszmidt (X, believable, unlikely %A & DEFE
(linguistic quantifiers) WX % & 5 WCHAR L 7% [7]o
T LAELZ ARy P LOIERICHIET 5 HIC
. SEOHTHRL, £0MDOEL OEREERT
LINERDEED S5, FlZIE, XEHDOITRONE
2, RO XTI A XH 5 ik, ik
ORI A Y ORH Y . FBERELBETCd o
CTEE AL LAV, X BEENAR & LT,
WEH e e o0 Tk s, REEEZBL
T35, [MtkEs, ZEER2EBL T 5] BEDPhTn
EEEEEL D, ThboXAHICEI TN S
Ba, Hifs b sy, offlicid, fMoBEND AnEE
Bre LALARD, RIEOHBRECHERI YK
EANFI AL XA LR TE IR T BT
NARR D, COEE. ThiitdL AR, #7i
ZOH BT L e o e LR TE 30T, ks,
DFH sy CH~NEEIC X Y KREASIREE5LD L
R 5DORZHTHA5, T 5 LEBERIE, KD
X5 kefiktcE s,

Pr(HE = Bk = o)
> Pr(E = Bv|f4 = s5)

DX 5ic, EERERFERE. # v + Lokr il
b REHERC O~ TOREIRZF I FHL T, £
o RHRABOBECHIITES ETE2H0TH
5, :

T DXBERER OB, 7% X MR
KESWTfTTbh b, T5 LA, HEcdys

LWdDLAGADDERED S, FAlilE, BHREEE
COES I, HIML o 2 7 % FIH L @
AT, FROSHX b o HBERIRETSH 5 2 »
% %, MTOEREAMHICES B LI AHKIR
iy “BonAfRIRAIEL WERREW LS

CEHT, BEEOEVERIRTH D L i b, FH

HROEHICH e >Ty T5 LEHEERRLC L
BTEhE, XIEEOHEHRSTEIAb LA
v, £ 0T, EEERER TR, SfifXc &
DHFIRBIEL iR | 2 2 DEFEOBEE L LT
5%2%, coOBFEEROBELRREEE LTS, C
DIFFUSEEOERIRD L CH 7> TR EROMF
Wy O ER»bEDE T LI TESL L, “B0
W OEEL X DRE & w5 AfoEBlIcES
WTIRDZ T LD TE D, DX 5, HEEE
FRE, 7+ X MEITcE ST, v b LodtiR
T YRFUSIERE 2o e ERFHIRXOHEE” kg
Bz ThHb,

3 ITEmEERE

AREThr, HEERERIC X V8O o
B4 b EHER R  EEEREE oAb fT
50 Bald. TS LcETECERINIUEL L
<, ROZHORMHIL %o

o BEx WA DHIXEH|L S : v F LOZEE

AEHEE L 2HRIRE, BxAaBRE L3
EAEFREINE, T LickEx AR OHKIR
Db &T, LHEMERLENT 5 BERD 5 D,
o HHIROFBRMALS 4 v rLEDLAL
FIRIR R, o IR OBACE W FER D
DCEBRD B, THLAFEDDBHKIRD D
LT, FHERPEHT 5 0EED 57,

ARETE, ThbTo0R 5 EET 5 LBHEENE
FBIECOWTRRS, 9. 3.1HiT, BEx AR
% & RGO — Al R R[BEIC T 5240
HBZeR 4] OB X R FHT 5. TEMERREER., C
DAFBEEOETARFAT itk D, B
AR OMERFRIR OB 5L £ Do £L T,
328 C, FEREELHEL CHio T, DB
D EF A CERIETE R SWICHET I 5 L8
KHEEOTERALEFT5. chicX v, FIKIK Ry
BdH-TH, ZHRIRXOBFISEECES T, H



A TEBERTE C L RTEEE & B, 3.3 Hi T,
B A % v 7 OFEE» AR Lo wTDXE
MRS 2RI E Y BT, REEREE o
AETTS5. Ak KECH S REREHIT L <l
&35 (EEHO b OREM AR T X b s
KT&E3L35),

3.1 SHiEBER

FERESEER P D2 T OMERERIC O \» T DEIFRER
KHER L CORIHERYE E L CiE-> e iEZ
% DHBEE & w5, Fle LT, ZODREEREH,
@ﬂ@ € {‘IlaQZ}\ vvXI[L e {11,12,13,14} B
D EiF3 (TTicgr,q F B, HE A Y OEE
DFHl, L, i=1,... 4 3RABLYXEERFHL
FT)o TH LEZDODHEREE D> LA SMEKE
WwT, FERCE VB8 ToRE

(@l qilz, qls, qula, goli, galz, gola, gols) (1)

DENENEEREL L (T, ¢l BQ =
g, L = I; BSFIRKEC2EBHZE2ET). £L T,
CDEREL O E~OMERI X - TELN 522 %
IAHBZERE LA, T DRSS D _E~ Dl % B
EHER LIESR, Tl VR (1) KHISLAN
ODDHEEREREZINETN T1,2,,...,78 LEL T2
€3, T5 LABEERKCESAT, 2, T
RAE» L BHEIE. T Eha 1 HIFoIERSE
BT, 208MR1L (Y2 (1) oORSBE
KT, £TCERLLTwEED) tnsilRe L
TELTCLETE S,

0<z;<1,i=1,...8,
Ty+To+-tzg=1
i?’C\ Wjikf\
Pr(Q=aqilL=1)>Pr(Q =q¢1)

Y5 R, ~A XAl & s HEE IR
CRE-> T FEBRICOWTORD X 5 I
ZRLTELCLNTE B,

>z1t 22t r3t 4
z1 + 25

FigIC, ERXECENEE L S oXRd ., EHER
RpbhBRELTEL T LHTES [4], Bl

M7 & 5, BEx AR E D ORI, FERE
RKic X VIR LW S DB EofIX & L cii—
Bl 5 c L 5TE 5, EEEREECEWTE,
Bx AR OBRERZL X 5T BkD, TD
SRR O FA BT 5.

3.2 ERit

FEMERAERIC X b, LEMERNE PricBIL T,
W OhDFRIEXSBE LN L. T 5 LEAKKNXOR
FEEE R LT X 5 K, SHBZERoLk>w
THER D Pr* # 5% %,

1. &4, 2FBERCOwT, 2o%ioR
BT 2B R 545, COBRR, R
BHEECXYEDLID,

2. TONTELEH oW, bL, S 0L
REDWT, ZOHIETH HERABFE I L
5,

—7 31~ X 5 ic, SHEBEEOK A
ﬁ‘ 7Cfi—oa) PI' %5% 50 %%k LT\ ﬁﬁug

- BUES DL, ProfiEsfisEans. LERERRE

Tl T ProfifEnfitdh o ¢, Pr ot
FT53h0TH5, :

IR, €5 LR oERIL2T5,

o EREHROEEZE V., T2V LOwTHFTX
TOBRAUOEEE W ¢35, ¥, TO
W OBEFB (T AbLRERENOR) & k &3
%

o HRHEMOEE W » b8 bh 5 HBERD
BFibv_rkq b33 (Thbb, HHEZE
ot 1/ ¥ ¥HCBTET3), MR
LT, HBEER. ¢ Bofesbric
b, LOREZEBTREEE (BETFEvrg
&, DFBZEEORERHL A KEXT

B3 EEET D)o

o DHBZAEE S = {e1,...,ep} T B0 CC
s e, i=1,...,¢" &, HHBLEES Ok
FrExET

T T, EBREES Pr ko w T ofilfiRos
H£C ={Ci,,C},n 2 1%EL3, T,
£H0 C; ofBFREEE Tt Fh o 235, H§Y
ROFEEHT 50, ZBEFEEER. 0201
ODEE LY, 0, 1 20b0k LAV ERE
SR



o MR Ci 2 HRT 2 RFHOBE (€ 5) % M;,
i=1...n ¥ 5, ¥h. M OWBEELER
BrErhEnM & M| T 5,

HHIR (€ C) OEREBE &S T, Sz
BS Lok Pr* kiRo X 5 EF 5 (HL.
B HIRIR OISR ORI YR RGE L 7)o

InI di(e)

Pr*(e) = 15 (2)
O 771‘(6)\

rTiC, ek “BFrieRE" &\ 5 and, BISS X

o ifee M;
b;(e) =
() {1—a¢ ife ¢ M;,
%ﬁni ﬁ\
\'(6)“ M; ifee M;
e = M, ife € M;

¥ ZThThET, BHEv v ¢ B THIERENE
Tk, X (2) KRR, BEGLADRVWT LICGHE
I N\, BlLED D, RS Pr OBIFRERR
RDXS5ET S,

Pr(t) = 3 [Pr(t)]e Pr(e) 3)
e€S
o, tidy VAORRER~0D 2HL KT
(“Q=q|L=L" ZREDEHNERIFIND)
% 7 HEE [Pr(t)]e B BT e DD N HER
Pr(t) %3 R (3) BAv3c tickoT, XHfE
KREE X LERERSG Pr OHEEE Pr % £ ORIEF
S LTl T e RTESY,

3.3 fiE

AECR. 3.2 Hich< e EEEEEEICDOWT,
BEE b & IC BRI EEREROEETT 5. FIE
LT, FUEABATEONWT, ATV Y
ROFEED b, TOBEOmEOE LEL 2T
ZRAEAE D Y5, BEREEHE LTk, BHEQ €

2z oREE R, ARIOHEOH ICHEEN R EBRRERE ST

BrrREET B boTREL. HOREI LY HBROBE
HEH E BB T It Rbo e bDTH B,

{q1, 2}~ V¥ X L€ {l,l,l3,ls} D283,
(g1, g2 BERER B, B &SPl L,i=
1,...,4RHEA S 420L vy X ERENET ). il
R LTl ROZOERA

Pr(Q = qi|L =11) > Pr(Q = q) : [e4] (4)
Pr(Q = q|L = 1) > Pr(Q = q1|lL = I2) : [02](5)

£ (4), (5) cBbh 3 X 5 K, EXOWRSHEL .
EREN a1, ag TEL%. R (4), (5) By EhE
hop,ap > 050 ¥k, BEPr(Q =all=
L) BKE WERES C L 2ERT 5. I, a1,02
<05DLEIIR. BLEPr(Q = q|L =) BHE
WERES C 2R ERT 5. CTic, BEK Pr(Q =
a|lL =h) & “h 25FA L BEEEE 2R W
L KT, DHBLEEEEBRT o CHo>TH,
HEREOHIRD . 10° HOEE 7 v X oy y
7Y v 7 LB R R L 7co BLEDZRED
b Lic, RPHQ = ¢i|L = h) Ko TEEE
BREER T o 7o TOMEREM LIGRT .

—&— Eq.@), 6)
= Eq @)
—— Eq. 6)

—
IR =

°
g

Pr@=q | L=i1)

(=]
-

05 08 0.7 08 0.9 1
al, a2
B 1: MEEkER

lics e, HEEEREEE OE, KR
Pr(Q = qi|L = ) DREEER th EThET. R
1%& qu\ a1, Q2 % 0.5 ﬁ>6 0.1 ‘é’ ’r_"#’é 1
FCH» L CHEERfTo e WALERORE, £
¥R, R(4) & 5) PLHEEINLEERT. T
hicg L, ZADER, chbooXe &bt
TR XNl ZTT. Al BERISEEH 0.5
ToBEORRE. BREEEX 0.5 0RconT
o AERE LTE LIS,

B 1% FRIROBBUSEESREL A B IR,
BRI NAHEREAEKREL Ko TR T L Hbh b,



chid, MRPr(Q = |l = h) BXREwT L%
IR A HOEEENHET & TOMEEESKE
CARBTEREWT S, coXs5ic, EBREBES
. BREEEOKE 2Kz e, filke L
DORIRERELTIFEIEL hoT B L L HEbH
%, ¥y M1, FREBEES—EOLRHEDD
TR ZoDXEELERGEOMEER. £h
ZhoXBEMOBEOWEHEL V. KELCAoTw
L ihbhb, T BERPr(Q=q|L=1)
BREWC L EIHRT LHHRBHL Y, 20
HEEENREL AoTwE T 2B RT3, ok
5ic, FBIMEREE . FERHEOKE TIco TR
BRICSER T 26052 5 3 & £ DOHH5E <
KX 33tEEE A>TwE L EBbhs, Bk
DX 5, TEEREE TR, BREEEPRASH
CHET L <, B AL E C L5 TE 5,

4 EbHYIZ

AETE £ v M EOIGRI O HEREES R
F 5B IC D W TR R 7o Fx 1T, TUX
ra A7 oREETE R, ERIC, BREMOH]
VWIS T RO TV D, 5BIE, TS5 L
THEHEINFRIRXERH T, FBIC, Fhlibn
FALERRPEHTE 22T T FET
»5,

et

ABFRAEAED B ICB7 T, BOICHRHE £ L
v 3 Y RIEEEETAET) RSB L £ 5

SE3HK

(1] Ruth Beyth-Marom. How probable is probable?
a numerical translation of verbal probability ex-
pressions. Journal of Forecasting, Vol. 1, pp.
257-269, 1982.

[2] Mark Craven, Dan DiPasquo, Dayne Fre-
itag, Andrew McCallum, Tom Mitchell, Kamal
Nigam, and Sean Slattery. Learning to extract

symbolic knowledge from world wide web. In
AAAI-98. The AAAI Press, 1998.

[3] Marek Druzdzel. Verbal uncertainty expres-
sions: Literature review. CMU-EPP-1990-03-02,
Carnegie Mellon University, 1989.

[4] Marek J. Druzdzel and Linda C. van der Gaag.
Elicitation of probabilities for belief networks:
Combining qualitative and quantitative informa-
tion. In Proceedings of the FEleventh Annual
Conference on Uncertainty in Artificial Intelli-
gence (UAI-95), pp. 141-148, Montreal, Quebec,
Canada, 1995.

[6] Dieter Fensel, Stefan Decker, Michael Erdmann,
and Rudi Studer. Ontobroker: The very high
idea. In Proceedings of the FEleventh Interna-
tional Flairs Conference (FLAIRS-98), 1998.

[6] Kazunori Fujimoto and Kazumitsu Matsuzawa.
Intelligent systems using web-pages as knowledge
base for statistical decision making. to appear
in New Generation Computing, Vol. 17, No. 4,
1999.

[7] Moisés Goldszmidt and Judea Pearl. Qualita-
tive probabilities for default reasoning, belief re-
vision, and causal modeling. Artificial Intelli-
gence, Vol. 84, No. 1, pp. 57-112, 1996.

[8] David Heckerman and Holly Jimison. A bayesian
perspective on confidence. In L. N. Kanal, T. S.
Levitt, and J. F. Lemmer, editors, Uncertainty
in Artificial Intelligence 3, pp. 149-160. Elsevier
Science Publisher, 1989.

[9] Gerhard Paa8. Second order probabilities for un-
certain and conflicting evidence. In P. P. Bonis-
sone, M. Henrjon, L. N. Kanal, and J. F. Lem-
mer, editors, Uncertainty in Artificial Intelli-
gence 6, pp. 447-456. Elsevier Science Publisher,
1991.

[10] Judea Pearl. Probabilistic Reasoning in Intelli-
gent Systems: Networks of Plausible Inference.
Morgan Kaufmann, 1988.

[11] Detlof Von Winterfeldt and Ward Edwards. De-
cision analysis and behavioral research. Cam-
bridge University Press, 1986.

[12] BIRFEA, BEAFOH, HEFE. Web 7% X + 240
BR-ZX L LTHCRHRV XA TLAORE: 7%
Z b b QXS S F HDIC. ATEREEATE
Fel SIG-KBS-9803-9, pp. 49-54, 1999.

[13] BEASFIHY, BB, £ v 2 —% v } Eofodses
DHERAEE T R T 2 —FH : BRoXRFEEY
. By v KP4 pp. 129-136, 1998.



