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Analysis of placement strategies regarding the number of characters in a story
Yuuri Saito / Hajime Murai (Future University Hakodate)

Abstract: In order to clucidate the appropriate number of characters and the strategies that make characters
attractive, this paper analyzes placement strategies regarding the number of characters in boy's comic. We
constructed a dataset on the number of characters and extracted factors predicted to be related to the characteristics
of the number of characters, including the relationship between narrative function and the roles of characters. As
a result, we were able to extract significant relationships between narrative function and the role of characters,
narrative function and the number of characters, and the role of characters and the number of characters. Using the
results of the analysis, we also developed a prototype algorithm to calculate the number of characters and their

roles for the purpose of automatically generating stories and supporting their creators.
Keywords: Story Analysis, Story construction, Characters, Role, Comic
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