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An Agent-Oriented Specification Model for Open Systems

Hironobu Kuruma*, Shinichi Honiden™"

Laboratory for New Software Architectures
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Shuwa-Shibakoen-3chome Bldg. , 3-1-38 Shibakoen, Minatoku, Tokyo 105, Japan

As the communications between software components by networks become wide, it is difficult to
understand the behaviour of the whole system at any time. In this paper, we propose a specification
model for such a system, on which we intend to represent the behaviors of subsystems that consist of
closely connected software components. This model based on the concepts of agent and field; an agent
is an autonomous object and a field is a finite set of agents. We adopt a meta-level architecture to
separate the descriptions of the communications between subsystems from the descriptions of the
functions of components using the communications.

o (BR) HSLBMERT X b i
o (BR) WE LD i

—135—



1. Lo

VI zTORy T = ~OEEDRITITL
hoT, BB AT ADETOLD T WE T
LTRZAZ LN R ) 2255, Z0EI Ry
AFATE, GLAYVATFADBLEMIRE LTES
HashbEVICHELTRZBI1F) A, YXAFADL
I VR CE 2N H S, TR,
DL LTV ATAREREY AT ANERT, XD
& AT 5.

- RIS B A O RE I & MO KRR B
CRELZEIMARC I ansr— Y5,

C Y RTARKBIICERT SR R v,
IS A5 AT, YAF AT AEERMNELT
Bawnien, MEELROZLETFNTIZILETER
V. R EHORIRERENNOII a2 ~Y 3
YEMBLTROMRERIEL N 20, MBEXR
DAL B 1odDaAI 22— a v %, RIE
ZEMEA S DMBLEIL, YAFADLD T Vi HUR
T5IZTCHERNLERER S,

TITE, HRELE TVt -V
FeaZL, ChoOME -V ¥ b OIRME
2B EILD, HREZOBEICHET 2448
BACADBICIC AT B E R LA Db i
5, HMELEREFVOBKEEZSL, AV 7 by
LT T —FF I F Y DOOI—T 2 v MRNEE
Flage [6][T} IZ 3T W =30k 2 e 5.

2. HHRERETFN
2.1 I=-Uxz> B ETML

MEE, Hrr—-Ux boETHICEoTRET
5. =Yz M ME1 2P EOBIEL, RUEIE
THI-Vry b eDIAIazs—Sa vl TH
COWHRELZEZ S, OB IBTA -V b
EDaIaz=yr—vavid, BEERTA -V
FEAY =V RN T A LI Lo TR 2 LAt
TE3. COLITERIERYT. 22T, =—2
Y Pal@dPFliC, =—Y 2V bhidF1EF2
I, T—YxVbhcBPF2LEF3IC, T—Yz b
diZBF3RETA. =—Ux v b, cixris:
THL~T 2 ChD, adHBEA v E—T%ED
ZENTEDDEM-HAObICHON DA, bAtc
2, cHFdiCAy T hfTorI izt y, aid
BF1, F2, F32RMLTAdCAY£—-V%KD
TEMNTED.

I—-YrY MIARMICSZ T, S5, BTA
BEEZDIEHNFTED, Bk, ARMOT—TV >
FMEEAR, TROOWDRA Yy £—VRELRITTS.
H-—BROX y £— VR, BT 5 pEKT 55

DNVTFNLTH 5.

I—-YxV ML, 5T -V besEL LT,
EFDL—-Tx Y MIEZETRENTARE, #0h%
T AT -V Y FOYIC L 5T, HAEICET
AIEHNTES, LAL, BWBITZ—Yx v Ml
BHHVIRLEELEI 0T, H-BHNOL—T ¥ b
ZHRVT, BT 2805 -V 2 v Migh
LeENAIanhr—ar2lLTORHNDLILYT
&%, 7, MUHHIcEY, CokdcENsnrs:
IV NEHIEAY - URTTEL LWL
V. R, Ay = DR -T2 v b
DI 2= a v Rs. Z0LH o
Razmy—YariEHT L4012, A7 LVER
23,

2. 2 AALNIL-T—%5F9F4

“DDIL-T b DLDEVE, 0LV bn
LARVETORBIC L > THET S, ¢, Ly
NVOEBIE TR L VOB ICERE S 25, 0L
NVORBIEINEDLBTHY, 0L NEF TV
7 hURVENTE, /2, m (0=m<n) ¥l
T, mUNVER—ALAYL, m+ 1L~V EAS5 L
NRWEFRZ LTS, 2B, ARTikn OfIzien
LOBBEZBLTHRLEL 0L L, HICHERLE
vy,

FHLRVITIE, RKOWREIORTHIEHNTES.
- BB X UM

- = 2 LRV OESTIRE

(727 FL_VERL)
CHACBLITHOZ -T2 v P EDR LRV TOR

v & — VS
FLLRWTIR, Ayt~ TUBEETh o THEBIKES
LEHTIBMLRBTHIELNTES, A7V b
VAUV DR IR ERBIL, X5 Lo
2, R—ALRXVORBOMRRE EbT.

B1 I-Tx>tOhBicL3 Xy - JiEE

—136—



A Y LRWEAR— R LA OFEITIRIEL H T 5 £
vl—=T - Fa-2foTEN, FREEHLTR-A
LAV EHAT D, mLVOETIRBII A v £—T
Wl /S ER AL LT, m+ 1 LD RA Y
Vo Fa—ilBENDS, mt 1 LRVDR Y £
Vo Fa-0ORE 20F), m+1LXWIIBITFEm
LARWVOFATREOXB %, DTFCiRAy - YVHE
IR Z LIZT 5, Ay bk—TBER, RKOMEELR
2,
<EYT AybE—TV . .nrv b HkEE>
CFTEA Y-V oM R EDT.

Ay =T Ny y ML, mULRVDRAYy =T D

EHTH 5.

CRRETIE, m LRV OYAT R BT B DL B R

DHFETH Y, KOHELRD.

<RFTBYE B>

- AFTREIE m L~V O INERIREE RSB ) #EAT AR B

RE.
R Ay v — TICabd ARG & MY A RBTR
BiDBMRS v 7,

2.3 233z —=var
AFUVTIR, R=A LRV DAB T VT EREN
BEFTHIEDNTE, TV VEDHHAN LS I
WMo —Y = v b ORI KT BB R,
Z9) TRV SSMEL TRBT 2 ) 2 THHTH
5, LIdoT, 2=V M EFVOTTRAS
LANVEEENWAZ LITE ), MEEEOL{LEH
RELEVATF ADUKERERO OO 2T F
VeERDH, TITE, -V MNEOIAI 2 s —
VavERICA S LAV ERWE, ERRRETF VI
DNWTHERS,
EBOATZLAN - F—2F 5 FrOFTR, T—
T bhadPmbARWTI—TV 2/ bl AYE—Y
PREDLEBTVI, KDLHITEFMELENRS,

A LRV
aA3azs—Tav //—\\
AZ LRV I ~J =
succeed
Re— R LRl
A3 anbh—av
NR=Z L [ emmmmmmcnacaaa

alm+1VRVTAYy =T - Fa—hbRrty

=B E Y HIT.

2. AvE—=VHEEbOm+ 1 LAIEET S,

3. bOm+1LANT, AvEe—TVHAEZERAY
E—-TELTHFa— KT 5.

4. bOm+ 1L ARNVTAY E—VREEIIIL,
T 5.

IL—~Tx¥ b bOmb b 0EE S IFIZFREONE

FECHITT A, T—JxvFa®m+ 1 LUV TER

Foxy—=JHAEZWY LR, XAyE—-TU%E

BEOm LV ORFERER A v2—VRArbmEL

TR B R R 5.

IO, Xy t—TVHUOEEIm+ 1 bRV D R
v E—VREFCLoTIHORBEDT, mb DAY
= UERZICHET AR HOAL Z LA ETH
L. ZOE, mlbnlBOXyE—U%{ER,
—IZEm+ 1 LRVOBEERO X v - TRFIC L
STEFENLILERERSB (H2) . ZHZERE, T
=V bOhEEBRLTHMI—Y 27 MIHEET
HMBERRBTIHEF TR, VAT ANICHEA R
a3anb—Yav--Fobaniiotr—Y v
FABAET AP TH -V 2y P ER LT R
PEFEMIZTEB T AR D TN TH 5.

72, mIRVDORA Y- TR J4TiREEZm+ 1 L
NUVTHEETHIENTELDOT, mbXIVORDOHE
Fl 28 200 %, mL V& BMICERT 2 2
EHTED,

B R Y 1] 3
- Ay - VRGN, BER NEOEE
S R LAl [\ APY )
BEDHEET D TCORBDEAT/ELL

=

3. B&
~fIZ, T—Vx Y bOZELNLDORRITEL DX
FLRNVOBBRIZL > THRE NS0, Z05EED

2]

fail

NR—=ALR)VD
HATRIED 431

M2 B Ay te-IRBBICETEIN-2EX2OBF

—-137—



AILNVILoTREENS, ZCTiL, £2A57 L
NIV IIBIHER R A V Y FHRERD ) BITH 2B
NTVL L ®RRELT, —EDiEEES 25, Lz
HoT, AFZLARVIZEBMROLEEL 1T, BWHAY
v FOLETE 2i8me Bk, —BRICER-ALR
WORBEOEFEER L bR, -V v Oitlk%,

B3iCRY. ==Yz v MR TECS LT
Hb, AFULRNVTR, 7V PRV OI-T
2V FHIZHLTL_VOME T m 220
— Ty bRBFETH, Avbk—-TUNs—riCidse
Ay E—TVORBBFHFTIDEL, T2T4TRAY
v R, Ay E—J I IoTRPENZ Ny ¥ T
AVy FELTiRT 5, /2, == POk
21, 2y E—TENT- retum DA v —TVEEIIC
Yo THbT. BENY —V~ORABEHA~DTA
DHEWRETH Y, FLOERNY — 2 ZHbNDE
BOK LIS, ADLOXOMGT BHEBRAEND D
ET A, B, XFREDKRRT -7 ROfizH4 T
—VrxvbhEAaRL, TALDI-VxV M, %5
THRD) BICERENTVELDETE, AV F
PEMMN L FHEW|Z DA, BRERLBLELT,

FOZ L LA BATHETIRBE MR 2T T
bk, B, 2V vy FOEFHEFIT2bRS
WA, BT 0ESH5.

I—-Yxvh =
R S I =ik e
[ "< attribute >" BEYE ", oo BYE " ]
[ "< method >" XV » F "0
I—=V v NLERF o=
-Vt | m =Yy FERT )"
BYE o= B " A
AVY R u= Aybk—Uny—r R
Avb—UNy—r u=
" Ay =N (W] oy
HRE = 30| X FREE
= & | MAX | K
S u= it A =" “then” (" FohEEZ )"
[ else" "(" Fhe x " ]
[ "case" 3, "of" /X F — " "("T%L%")""'
A u= BPSy—v ="K
= B | Avt-— Jit
vh—=TVK n= <" AvE-INF -2
TV any—-r | B4
— TV NN~ u=
I—T v G DR

M3 I-Yzr D&

Sl

Mm%
“« N

n’n AUy F' n;;n] n]u

ROBHE, FhEhEL -V MEBLIUKT
—~VLVPDELRV (TP P LN ERL)
RO BRERSATVEIDLT S,

- field Bo#ity
m_que Avt—V - Fa—
Ay = ymmu ROWGEE RO,
K& AvE—=V ¥y b #HEi>
-&7@@@,};« VXE (send) FllidA vt
— V%5 (receive) ODWTFHPTH 5,
- X "/«lr-*‘)‘ gy M, ROKEERFED.
ZAEN Avb—UARK BEIL>
. {{;;Ui Ay k- J’S:'“‘n‘ml%l-—/:./ 1))
I—Tx v NGy — 2,
XAy bE—URKIE, RESREAE-TDOAY
AT A
CHEICE, AvE-VURRLAI~-TVVIDI—
TV by —v.
Ay E=TRHET S Ay E—-VHEER, ROERX
15,

<receive [ ][ 1>

I—Tx2Y PAOMmVRWVOEHEIEZ, mLRIVOER
Bl Ay t—VRDEYETEm+1LRVORAY Y
F execute 2 X o T, EITEN5,

(execute <Ay ¥—¥ - Nrv > <k >)
ZOXVy Fix, DTFoREEIT2.

1. Sl SBOREFE By E—Y) 054, m
LRVOBHDOE Ay =V NI -2y F55
AVY FPLRBIEES.

2. Ay = URKEBEOT T 5.

3. FHMEDARTA v -V REFHAbN L 5L,
FDLEEOBMNIS A v -V E o TR Z &K
bh, ZIT, AvE—TVHUOREICIREDROR
¥ix, BRECESIZAFELTHIAONEBREOHEE Z
DEFFHMTH. AR Tid execute DFHERIIITbRWV
bk L, REOHEIC ML,

4., G

Bl LT, ﬁﬁom%ﬁumﬁtfwam%%aé
AHE, IEEATR-EDDH S b 8 AIMIEK
ﬁblvk?é%-%%kb.::?,béhd%ﬁ
e AD A VST, 2 ORI & D KB
KT DBAVHHT LWL T, COBE, a
EAMD EAMPEEKET H72011, bI3ARE
FTaEn, KENEL ZEECIXEEL2WITEI b AT
ZbZiThiTebkwv, —F, T0L) 2T, i
ORF T 2 EBUCOWT O TH D, [EET
51 VI FTFH RIS OWTIEN DD 5.

MEEZ2 -T2V b, ZORROEBE LTOME

—138—



KEYLEX, 551V FOFH-HROT—T
LT Ay -V EHKDAIa=r—ary
LLT, Tk nfiiik LT s. o, X
vl VBRI A L BB ST ERAEE L
TEFIMMEERTVB I EPERENELDET S,
KEITAHAICET AR E X v - VR TS
SR SEET S Z &R OEBNS BRTH D, ol
EHRF T PN, BET AT LRNVICEDR
45, Tbb, ¥7Vs LV TR, HTFZ—
JrvhMogTAraIany—Ta yAIERI bR
0L LTHETANRORLBEIT) —H, 27V
VT, 0L RaIany—YarkiTeI
DOFUES & RO ERT 5. 7Y
27 PRV, AZLRVEDR, HFXL-Y U}
AL I—T 2V MO <BOAFI>OENTHET S
2, ATV MRVOIAI 2=V aviEAY
LARMICE o THIRENZLDTHE. XF LV D
ASBIEE LIRS, ¢, IFEFZ—-Y2 VM
EREO X & LV 2 H2b 0L T 5.

Tl PLRWDRA Y E—=TVRER, 25N
WOAYE—=T - Fa—hbry—IHAsIY
B, FOEEFRIT B 5H B VIET T —RBAST
bRBZEIZIoTRTTR, AvtE—URXELR
FTT2I ML RADRXY Yy FOFITIEA vy -V
WHER SN TEILL, AvE—T - Fa—B
BBAE A v B — VEVAHIY H & 1T execute DIFFUH
SN ETHEBENRSE, PV Y PRLDE
BAEAV Y FOETIZHBRLEVELIE, Avte—Y
BAE AT o 2B £ T execute ZIFUSHI L, ALER % AT
RELHBETRITEDITES, R=ALRVDA
vy FOEFREER A y - VHAICERHERTH 2
—ZHATVWEDT, AF LRV TFa—%BfET5
ZEICEoT, AV FOETARFZBETHI LA
TEL. BIxE, HENAV Y FRLOREL, T
AT ABEA Y t—VEBEELTCRETS, H2\
BFa—thORE/BEXAY -V EHFRAY T
XTSI THEEO XV y FEiT LR
T3, BEOBRMERBTHILENTES,

M2 BT, S50 85ho TWwARELND
5. IOz, WAL, BAPETAIRAETE
SWTEDHLWONREREL, Rorbiibhid,
HIRBHOKANE 12 E> THOMAERIZOPWTHHIL
Td5HH, LWHETHTFRETCLsELLN
5. ZOLHIBEBLEIE, 402V y FIZES DX
Vy FEBMTAZILICL o TEFMET HI EHT
X%, TORBEITR, ATV LAV THET
— Vv bEBETAERE<L<Z -V VA>T
L, AV F (forward_to) iIZ & » THIR T AETD

WhET, bLEIR<I-Y2 Y MSIKERT S
I—Yx v hR20S2E, NoeToL—

{ m(agent) |
<method>
an:
if not (m_que <- (is_empty))
then (
<Tag Packet Cont> := m_que <- (dequeue) ;
case Tag of
send: (
NCont := self <- (get_continuation Packet Cont) ;
Result := !
self <- (send_closure <send Packet NCont>) ;
if Result = fail
then (self <- (error_handler <send Packet NCont>) ) )
receive: (
Result := self <- (execute Packet Cont) ;
m_que <- (enqueue Result) ) ),

(get_continuation Packet Cont) :
<To MesBody From> := Packet ;
if MesBody = (return Args)
then (<Env RetEnv:History> :=Cont ;
sender <- (return <RetEnv History>) )
else (<Env History> := Cont ;
sender <- (return <[] Env:History>) ),

(send_closure MesClosure) :
<Tag Packet Cont> := MesClosure ;
<To MesBody From> := Packet ;
case To of
AgentName.FieldName : (
if field <- (is_in FieldName)
then (Result ;= AgentName.FieldName
<- (receive_closure MesClosure) ) ;
sender <- (return Result))
else (sender <- (return fail) ) )
otherwise : (sender <- (return fail) ),

(receive_closure <Tag Packet Cont>) :

if self <- (executable Packet Cont)

then (<To MesBody From> := Packet ;
NewPacket := <To MesBody From:sender> ;
m_que <- (enqueue <receive NewPacket Cont>) ;
sender <- (return succeed) )

else (sender <- (return fail) ) ;; }
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(send_closure MesClosure) :

<Tag Packet Cont> := MesClosure ;

<To MesBody From> := Packet ;

case To of

AgentName : (
Res := self <- (forward_to AgentName MesClosure {}) ;
sender <- (return Res))

otherwise : (sender <- (return fail) ) ;

(forward_to AgentName MesClosure SearchedFields) :
<Tag Packet Cont> := MesClosure ;
<To MesBody From> := Packet ;
NewPacket := <To MesBody From:sender> ;
NewMesCont := <Tag NewPacket Cont> ;
SetOfFields := (field <- (retrieve_all)) - SearchedFields ;
if SetOfFields =[] then (sender <- (return fail));
elseif (for all Field in SetOfFields (AgentName.Field
2- (receive_closure NewMesCont) = fail))
then (SearchedFields := SearchedFields + SetOfFields;
if (for all Field in SetOfFields (
SetOf Agents := Field <- (retrieve_all) ;
for all Agent in SetOfAgents (Agent.Field
<- (forward_to AgentName NewMesCont
SearchedFields)))) = fail then (sender <- fail)
else (sender <- succeed) glse (sender <- succeed))
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