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The comprehensive knowledge that the kunten-material corpus can create
Etsuko Yanagihara(the national institute of Japanese language and linguistics)

Abstract: The Saidaiji version of "Golden Light Sutra" is one of the most famous "kunten material" in which
many glosses ("kunten") indicating the translation around 830 are written. This corpus will contribute to gaining
"comprehensive knowledge" about the state of interlinguistic contact that has occurred in the Kanji cultural
sphere. For example, it can be seen that the "kirokutai" (the style of the Chinese diary written by male
aristocrats) which was established in the 9th century reflects the translation style of the kunten-materials. It took
an enormous amount of time to collect examples in the kunten materials, but by simplifying this, it should be
possible to open up the "comprehensive knowledge" of the aspect of language contact in the ancient Kanji
cultural sphere.

Keywords: history of Japanese language,corpus,kunten materials,Japanized Chinese style, the Kanji cultural
sphere
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Left: Display image of translated text
Right: pop-up display
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