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A Loop Detection and Trouble-Shooting Support

a Network Switch

MoToyuki OHMORI! )

Abstract: A loop in a network can cause congestion and communication failures. It is, therefore, impor-
tant to detect and eliminate loops as soon as possible. In this paper, we propose a loop detection method
that utilizes loop detection packets, CPU spikes, a rapid increase in MAC address authentication logs, and
observations of a core switch MAC address at an egde switch. In addition, the proposed method provides a
clue of the cause of the loop, such a VLAN ID, a dump of the packets, and the source MAC address. We
evaluated the proposed method on a real network, and found that the loop detection methods using loop
detection packets and CPU spikes were highly sensitive. On the other hand, by observing the MAC address
of the core switch, we could quickly and decisively identify the edge port that was the source of the loop.

Keywords: loop detection, MAC address authentication, packet dump, network trouble-shooting support
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EVT E4 VLAN L2LD :

: ChGr(2) loop detection. from ChGr(2).

Port(0/49) loop detection. from port (0/49).

Port(0/38) inactivated because of loop detection. from port(0/33).

Port(0/33) activate by automatic restoration of the L2loop detection function.
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Accept: [de:ad:be:ef:de:ad] MAC: de:ad:be:ef:de:ad, NAS:

10.xx.xx.Xx, Port: Port 0/1, VLAN: xxxx from 10.xx.XX.XX

X 3 FreeRADIUS O linelog £ 2 — L& 1EH L7-88iE 0 27

’2021/XX/XX 16:50:55 0/51  Source: 0/51 Vlan: 4321‘
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Date 2021/xx/xx xx:xx:xx JST
No. Date/Time Size Port
1 2021/xx/xx 68 0/48
XX :XX:XX.XXX

Data

ffffffff ffffdead beefdead 8100801c
08060001 08000604 0001dead beefdead
acxxxxxx 00000001 0000acxx xxxxabl0
923d7090 71£259b8 5dabfd07 00000000

X 5 AlaxalA 7 v hEX VT

2021-xx-xx xx:xx:xx +0900 0/48 28 dead.beef.dead ffff.ffff.ffff 806 ARP request (1) 172.xxx.XXX.XxXx 172.XXX.XXX.XXX

X 6 AlaxalA O %7 v b X > T O

N HEHRBEIDTLHZVEIEEZ R o7, AlaxalA O
N—TRH T v s B2 T v bR Y THICREICER
EhsZrddb, FENLZERVPELNLRNI LS Do
7. L2L, WIhoBaTddkd VLANID 1ZH
Sk olz.

6. HE

6.1 HfL— FTRHAITFE
528CRRD B, 2TONL—TEBHTE ZFEZ
FHELRWV., 2, BEINSVRHFETH-TDH, L—
TOREBRE > TVWELy IR—FORFEI#HEL VT
EHHLH. INHDI s, BERL— THREATFIRIIE
{, BBROFEEHHL, TUPNORMEEN LEHNS,
N—TEBRAILMEL TV ZeAEELEZ LN,

6.2 _LfiR— T ORURHAI DA

AlaxalA D24 v FITFEI N TV 51— THABKAEE
T®H % loop-detection uplink-port [4], Cisco @ Cat-
alyst 9300 2V — X @ loop-detect source-port [5] 7%
Li2&b, EfiA— P TOBRBRMEZMGHITES. LaL,
uplink-port Tl iR — MV —TFBHI T v +Z2EH
LW, EiiA— P TOL—FERAITERWV. Ll
R b TA—THFRAET 2 DIZFHEA DL, BHLTR
WEBEZLNLLD LIVEW. LiL, BERFETIE
RICRBCHRAELTEB D, KEREE 229, EfY
D08 LW, MNZ T, uplink-port ZEHAT 255, T
MR v F 2T 2 THRA— PABIL—THH T v b
ZREELRVEGTE LARTAERG RV, ZhiE, =y
R — b TA—=TBH T v S Z2RET 2581, V-7
FEAEIRFIC AP B 2 RIX 3 R — b CIlfEEk 3 % AT AR
WHH27DTH5. o2, BEHEDHBEARICIDEK
ERNPRE I RADRETZAREME D H D, uplink-port
DEAIC & D REREEZBATRREDBETE RV,
DHEIZ uplink-port DEAIHIR E 2720, RERR
EDMM DR DFIET, FERTIIRWAR—FTDL—
T OB E ATRERIR D PFFR T 5 S e AT LW,
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7. BEEFE

— TREIFIE Y LT, STP [1] % Cisco % AlaxIA 72
EORYEMBEON—THBH AT v VWS HDHRDH
3. LdL, V=7WH ST v b EBEBIICERE LW A
AV FHFET S0, Ty IR— b TOL—TRERTE
RIEMIETE RV,

Ta—RF ¥y XA TAF Xy R, REFOL=F+
ZMZED, 7r—FF¥ 2 KL UR2RIERFIN S
Rr oy b, BEZEACREENLZILEZRA =01
TRAIT2FEND 2. L—FTHRERIIIA P—212&D
WERENRET S0, AP—LZ2BRAIL Ty VX—
L CIEEENT 2 Z e TREZIIETE . Lo, HIAE
WE2HAITHY, B HVIEE0, Fv b T—2
DRI FHE L CHYIRBRELZE S 208085 D, EH
HIHE L.

AKHBE, FF 74 v JENEINICHRE I N-FHELE
ZABECN—TERE L, L— TORERETT LT
IR RS FEEREL TV [6). ZOFEDR M-
LR FIREBIEIC X 2 A TH % 720, HYIREHEOR
oo DERNHLVWEEZ NS,

B2 51%, eBPF % W T STP 2% H A Al 72 4k T
VXLAN % VLAN LAY TOL—FRATEEZEREL T
W3 [7]. LH»L, eBPF Ty NIV—=2DLS5 749 0%
EHTERIRENRDD, Fr A%y hT—T 2 W\WoT
YIRS ILEBIC Y O R4 v FHRET S5y b T —2
WHEAT 20 LVWEEZ NS,

8. BbDDIZ

ARETIX, V—BHIAT v U CPU &g, MAC 7
FL AR D&M, Ty PR v FDTy IR—F+T
DaA7AA v FDMAC 7 R L RBHENC X 2V — T BsE%
BELS. 72, A—FOMIMICHNT T VLAN ID %L —
TREFRERoTWE Ty VR—FDIRRFIEEZREL
7. FLT, BEODEXy V=2 TIEL, L— T
Ry b CPU BlEIC X 30— FOMMBEENE N
YOI T F2, A— T OFEROFFEICIT X
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# 1 IV —TBHIE A — MREE
A B C
EIERES AT K= MREE | A R—MREE | RAT K- MERE #%E
N—TBHR Ty~ | O A @) A X X R— MREEICHR ERA— b OMRE L /.
CPU &l @) X O X X X BRAA v FTRAILE— MVRELEEL 2o 7.
FORE 1 27N X X O A X X WrER 2R — MREEIZTE LD o 7.
MAC 7 FLAFIE | X X O O O O
DIEZEL, MIETH2ZePEELVI DL RS 0.2.0, net-ssh 5.0.2, net-ssh-telnet 0.2.1 =\ 7=, FZEE

2. ZFO—HT, TyvIR—-FTDA7 AL vFDMAC
7 FLROEMITIE, FEAERZEG HIENRETE .
S, v OFENLINTWIRD - T2 /2 DIFHET
ERMoTZA P — LI BN =TI Vo 72D T
EDFHMML, BRFEEHAL OL— THRAIDBE L2 ED
720,
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sF Fx
A1l 24 v Tl —
X4’ v FHlfEY — %, CLI Z@ L TAAL v F IS

IHMEFPREL’RAT S Ruby Tt &z A4
77UT@5.:7x4/%®rp7bvx%5xhu,
LLDP (Link Layer Discovery Protocol) [2] & CDP (Cisco
Discovery Protocol) I2& D &2 TDRA v F% HEIZHE
R332 dTE3. Ansible [3] DIEHDE X S 17223,
CLI /1 D5 #E 1B L T Python & b $EHR T3
L#EZ 515 Ruby ZERA L 7.

Al11 CLI~NOuZz A4

telnet ¥ sshiZ &b CLIZEU/ZAL v FADuT [ ¥
BEELE. MIBITHTz - TlX, Ruby gem D net-telnet
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HRE LTI ARRAY — RFEEEDAITIG LT, RETIEA
A v FREDBARY X WG TR Z AT —F%
HOTwa., X4 v FRREBICTHv Y MEREFRNICE
BIT2DFEHaX MHEMT 270, BEOT7 V> +
BREEHFAREL L. ZLTC, BHO7 v > ME#HRE
HEIWICERITL, vo4 UafREe U7z, il L TEHIE =
TAVRBT 22 TCPOaxryarymiliahs e
WHDEH, TOGEIIHEERT 2 IcHEEL .

A1.2 HREROTIRAS —T > — 7 v ZUHE
HERLERRICIE, AA v FORETEZ T ey 7 X%
ZERIC, 2L vy FHIHlY —Aa~<xr ROXXFESE R
A FNEETHILTa~Y RRFITTES. EELE
A<y ROWEENZAIREEZ LS T4, ey 7MY
FORZBEINZOERFOLELDHS. LirL, KRENCH
BFy FT7—78E (Su T by hU—2 2, TN
v M7 —2 X%, Cisco, NEC, AlaxalA) O, AlaxalA
DAL v FREFIEHRERIC S0 7 2FRRT BRI
Ay =T o= Y AREET 5. BARINCIE, CST (Control
Sequence Introducer) @ DSR (Device Status Reports) T
BFED S =Y NBZEET % 0xib6n 3R A v F 02 53X
2N 5. AlaxalA D&, DSRICH L TEED S — VL
ExE A4 v FANBEZRITIUE, HilTar T rhen
24 v FPHEEINT, av Y FOFETNTERN. £
72, SEHAWT- Ruby gem @ net-ssh-telnet (& 27 — 7
=7 Y AR RIRPUIII L. £ 2T, AlaxalA D&
A v FITHIGT 2728, X4 v FHilffly —n1-T Eibo DSR
EZELESBEIC, A—YAMEE (1,1) LT, “1;1R

BAAL v FRINEETEZ L L .

F7, CLITEZ A YRICAAL v FDOX—h 2R
H3 2720, AlaxalA HND R A v FADEHDER L 72
FIUIR SR, 22T, ERERO T B YT O
ZEXFOIEFRRI L LT, /(7:\e\[6nl [$%#>] 2\2)/%
net-ssh-telnet I25 22 Z2 2 L7z, ZhiZL-> T, Alax-
alA ZEDFHADAAL v FRTTT YT M XFHZIE
L ZELTUETE 2k -7

A.1.3 HIEXFERZ Ry — > — 7 v R
AlaxalA D24 v F T, BEHRERE T TRIEFOH
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HTH, FEITFRIRT — T —r > 22 & ForEH
LTV, flZIE, \b (Ny 7 AR—=2R) R\E[K (fT&
FTOXFRHIBR) PEFBEINT W2, £/, Hil & 228
HAREAZE VA SCEOREIBR X iz, 22T, #hi
BRICAAL v F D HEEFEINENAL FHNIE 1N M5O
L, Ny 7 ZAR=272 I & 2 XFHNDOHIBRIC D RIG L 7=,
F7z, ASCH XFUNOXFINIEHT 22 2 L.

A.l.4 X —H e BERERH
Ry PR TRFEL TN ZAL v FIIAEFITBWT
¥ AlaxalA DA TH o7z, F7z, AlaxalA TH o THHEHE
MBRONTED, RETHRTEDIX AX2500 ¥ AX260
SYU—XDATHoz. ZDWD, AL v FDX—H i
AT 2MEEERE L. X—heiliEr 1 DOFE
THHT2 3L o720, X—hOBH e EED
M Z N NP RE T2 v v L.
¥7, X—HZLTTHELL.
(1) B2 4 YHEKRICRAL v Fh 53EE 3 N5 TFF)
ssh THERTIE R IC ALAXALA 2 B X TFH| 2 EET 3
AlaxalA DR A v FOAERH L. kB, HEiiER
WCREINDITRAT —T > —7 AT AlaxalA ¥ X —
HEWELTHEDo20d LW, SEMGAE L
JeX=APANTD R =T = Y APFHIh
TVBHEENEDEBL, Ay —7F> =7 YRk
X—HERET D Z I3 7=,
(2) R=Y vy Dt a~ > FORI
AT LDEREHIIIT 23~ F (show system /2
Y) OHARFCHREICHK > TER—D v EMT R - T
LW, oM ER I 72, I Z21F, AlaxalA
D AX8600 TSI T 2 THIAMZ { = ¥ BHEINC
“oTLES. 22T, R=YyOEMloa~<wrk
BEMTERZRICEHL (R A1), ¥Za~v UK
DEIITRA = E2BHTEI Lz, EX—HDx
TRy E—YDETDRER—VIIIyF LRV E
ZRloT, awY PRI Lz AR LE. kB, R—
PrDEMtav Y ROKBKOL I — X vt —
Ik B X =D OB MET L7223, Cisco & AlaxalA,
Aruba B ¥ DL T — X vt —I BB TXF|N TR
Mol G EMB o272, WiElL /.
ZLT, X=H%ZRH U721, show system 2~ FT
HEREZ e L.

Al15 aryy—iruaZolE ey

CLIBHTa~vy FEETLZOMNERZHA, av
YV ROEFLIFEBROL S —EEXA vk —J 0ol
WENAX = BHIEINE e’ HB. a~xvr ol
NFERZ NS 285G, WEHARX v —I3RA LTI
B e0. Z207%D, wEHNX v =%l H 1L
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R A1 R=YyDEta~vr F

X =7 i awy R
Cisco catalyst terminal length O
Cisco WLC/WiSM config paging disable
AlaxalA set terminal pager disable
Palo Alto set cli pager off
Aruba WLC enable
no paging
NEC 1X2215 configure terminal

terminal length O

X, Hifkg 2z Lz 73, X—hBHERICER A2
R aAw Y FERAL, WS X v 2= 2L 7.

L2 L, AlaxalA DAL v FTlE, ZThoDavwy K
FTRETOHEBHA vy -2 MHITE R0, ZFD
728, AlaxalA OIBHAX vt —YDAHIRT S L
7z. AlaxalA OFIFNARX v —JF CLIO Ty 7+, &
17, WA X v =2, BT, CLIO 70> 7 TS
2Z2WEHL, CLIOZuy 7 M TCHENZ11TDA Y
L=V HENX v =Bl L, HIfRT 5 L.
HIBRICH 725 TiE, a~ > FOHT ORI DXHIHE R
WA, —iica~y RO oI CLI o 7 r >
T (BUTIZHE KRR MARE) OXFINI~Y vy T35 2
CTHRHT A Z 220, LaL, AlaxalA ORIEIX v
—JRIEIe YT ETNTVWE D, HilicTa Yy
ThEHOOKEE LTHRIELTLES 2 IEL av Y K
OHAEELNRW., I T, HEAX v —UEBEL
THIBR L7561, BERAL vy FORNETRAAA, o<
VRETRICEIEINE oy PP ETELL HAZFHA
ATPRRICHEEL 7=,

F A2 avy—ir~ouZHhomhta~y R

X = WA a< R
Cisco no loggin console
AlaxalA  AX8600 username default_user
logging-console event-level 0

AlaxalA  AX3800 set logging console disable E{3-9}
AX3600
AX2500
AX260

AlaxalA  AX2130 "L
AX2230




