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Survey on the actual status of security teaching materials
for children in Japan

Abstract: With the spread of tablet devices and PC use in school education, the opportunities for children
to use passwords are increasing. On the other hand, there is no unified guideline for password education
in Japan, and the teaching materials used in elementary and junior high schools, as well as the items and
levels described in the materials, vary. In this study, we investigate the actual situation of security educa-
tion materials for children published in Japan. Specifically, we surveyed textbooks and password education
materials published independently by each prefecture, and analyzed the contents, especially those related to
password practices. The results of the survey are as follows (1) The items covered in textbooks vary greatly
depending on the publisher. Some textbooks do not cover password items in the first place, while others
still cover items that are no longer recommended as of 2021 and do not reflect the latest information. (2)
Only seven prefectures have prepared password awareness materials for children, and the items covered in
these materials differed. These results suggest that there are large differences in the content of educational
materials adopted by educational institutions, and that these differences lead to differences in the security
knowledge obtained by children.
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