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Rewording disease names that include expressions of nature or quality using
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Medical terms are often difficult for non-professionals to understand probably due to a lack of information on
the syntactic structure between word-building elements that create medical terms. In this study we attempted to
reword disease names for easier comprehension using semantic labels assigned to respective word-building
elements, especially disease names, which often include “nature” or “quality” expressions and mechanically
adding information on syntactic structure. The results showed that it is possible to mechanically reword medical
terms by adding “at/in” for semantic labels that express the “affected part” (example: physical site), “due to” for
semantic labels that express “cause,” (example: pathogen), “is” for semantic labels that express “state” (example:
course, symptom), and “occurred in” for semantic labels expressing the “subject” (example: patient attributes).
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