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The purpose of this study is to investigate the chronological variation of Japanese popular songs using
stylometric techniques. The researchers compared the lyrics of 773 songs released between 1977 and 2012 to
examine the use of 26 different lexical indices, such as part-of-speech, word type, character type, and vocabulary
level. The results suggest that the frequencies of word types and character types greatly changed around 1990.
The frequencies of foreign vocabulary and katakana characters fell sharply and those of Sino-Japanese words
and Chinese characters rose in the lyrics of popular songs. The findings of this study provide an important case

study for computational stylistics and can also be useful for understanding cultural trends in Japan.
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Appendix 1: @FABEE (B9E)

it

o BB PR WE o BB BRRE gy gy WA B AR 0

il il il ] | Gl g5 g5 i fily
1977 0.88 1.21 246 2751 8.76 0.02 4.58 9.43 1.94 076 21.19 0.88  20.36
1978 0.73 1.33 247 2930 8.71 0.13 4.94 9.12 2.02 0.73 2254 0.67 1729
1979 0.30 0.70 208 2450 5.56 0.12 3.60 9.26 1.71 0.61 2205 070 2881
1980 0.44 1.48 279 2920 7.56 0.09 414 1035 1.82 021  23.73 126  16.95
1981 0.22 1.36 3.02 2513 6.14 0.13 3.19 8.75 1.81 079 2192 0.55  27.00
1982 0.37 127 2.88 2582 7.18 0.18 3.45 8.77 1.83 0.55 2205 0.58  25.06
1983 0.15 1.39 3.08 2590 8.57 0.08 3.38 9.10 221 0.83  21.69 0.64 2298
1984 0.69 1.40 223 2487 7.85 0.09 2.73 8.78 1.95 0.82  24.14 052 2395
1985 0.31 0.60 1.81  19.03 6.28 0.20 2.48 6.95 0.98 037  19.08 051  41.40
1986 0.30 1.08 157 19.04 5.62 0.13 2.18 6.69 1.27 029  20.80 0.63  40.42
1987 0.12 1.33 229 2447 8.20 0.15 2.64 9.91 1.34 028 2115 0.60  27.52
1988 0.38 1.18 248 2374 8.41 0.08 3.23 9.43 1.60 042 2041 0.78  27.86
1989 0.18 0.82 244  23.64 731 0.09 2.66 9.00 1.43 0.19 2156 0.78  29.90
1990 0.60 0.88 173 20.68 6.35 0.02 2.13 7.63 1.76 047 1885 0.65 3824
1991 0.22 1.18 177 2138 7.13 0.11 3.08 8.33 2.12 020 19.34 101 34.13
1992 0.13 1.43 234 2524 8.80 0.11 4.03 9.35 2.14 0.09  19.94 0.75  25.65
1993 0.18 1.69 269 2566 9.35 0.15 3.84  10.71 2.39 027  19.76 101 2229
1994 0.13 1.28 247 2349 8.77 0.15 3.54 8.47 1.58 0.15  16.99 0.86 3213
1995 0.38 1.18 264 2593 9.25 0.17 3.80 9.18 227 0.18  21.62 0.80  22.59
1996 0.22 1.11 245 2175 7.59 0.10 3.05 7.93 1.58 030  17.62 0.77 3553
1997 0.14 1.44 281 2460 8.70 0.06 3.32 8.55 1.58 020 17.89 0.63  30.08
1998 0.22 1.44 286 2597 9.89 0.09 328 1097 1.68 0.14 2049 0.90  22.08
1999 0.27 127 323 2334 8.65 0.07 278 8.38 2.15 0.19 1845 0.77  30.44
2000 1.37 1.44 176 1877 7.13 0.09 2.48 6.37 1.76 0.19 17.14 0.85  40.63
2001 0.41 0.96 253 23.60 8.62 0.17 3.57 8.36 3.36 0.12 2029 0.86  27.16
2002 0.31 0.78 172 1815 5.54 0.16 2.80 6.89 2.09 026  16.91 112 4328
2003 0.64 1.28 295 3118 1018 0.30 489 1073 3.05 023 2115 130 12.13
2004 0.29 1.62 296  24.83 9.06 0.11 4.52 9.76 242 0.18 2129 103 21.92
2005 0.54 0.77 193 2191 7.42 0.14 3.16 8.90 1.61 036  19.46 100 32.80
2006 0.21 1.19 230  27.03 9.50 0.08 424 10.80 1.96 025 19.30 103 2212
2007 1.32 1.15 249 2575 8.63 0.05 3.63  10.75 3.06 072 1898 1.00 2247
2008 0.44 1.11 200 23.52 7.90 0.10 3.71 8.90 220 0.63  19.76 1.06  28.68
2009 0.42 1.29 222 2475 8.96 0.11 370 10.09 2.10 0.17  19.47 1.07  25.64
2010 0.15 1.02 137 18.10 5.98 0.09 2.90 6.89 1.72 011 1772 0.78  43.17
2011 0.23 1.33 201 24.00 8.30 0.09 3.79 8.04 2.47 0.60 1898 102 29.15
2012 0.18 1.19 205 21.14 8.34 0.07 2.95 737 223 022 1887 1.00 3438
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Appendix 2: FEERMRE, XFEBAE, EFERLANVERE (B9%)

i ST AL )L
o ww  JPE BE 05 ¥ . W@ W T f@ LR W
L. T N G T N N R

i
1977 89.77 6.55 2.31 1.37 68.10 8.94 22.96 33.28 22.20 22.37 16.02 4.89 1.25
1978 88.40 6.61 4.10 0.89 67.91 10.63 21.47 30.85 22.64 21.97 16.71 6.54 1.29
1979 90.51 5.48 3.08 0.93 68.86 7.44 23.70 29.66 25.47 21.89 15.46 6.78 0.73
1980 90.73 5.80 1.71 1.77 70.25 4.64 25.12 28.53 26.24 21.92 17.47 5.09 0.76
1981 88.18 6.26 4.74 0.82 64.84 11.54 23.62 28.41 23.16 22.29 18.58 6.85 0.72
1982 87.54 7.53 3.62 1.30 64.78 11.01 24.20 27.57 23.01 23.65 18.28 6.73 0.77
1983 89.13 7.13 233 1.41 66.54 8.33 25.13 30.36 24.48 21.08 16.86 6.02 1.19
1984 86.43 7.70 4.04 1.83 63.75 12.33 23.92 29.52 24.24 21.83 17.24 6.44 0.72
1985 89.01 5.74 4.05 1.19 66.63 10.11 23.26 27.22 23.12 24.67 18.44 5.85 0.71
1986 86.38 6.62 5.17 1.82 62.71 12.43 24.86 26.23 21.76 23.65 20.67 6.57 1.13
1987 89.45 6.36 291 1.28 69.03 6.54 24.43 25.17 22.53 24.14 20.57 6.51 1.07
1988 89.97 6.48 2.02 1.53 70.07 5.54 24.38 24.84 2233 26.31 17.90 7.22 1.40
1989 89.43 6.99 2.01 1.57 70.60 5.36 24.05 29.41 22.51 21.30 17.66 8.30 0.81
1990 88.92 6.42 3.60 1.06 64.52 13.42 22.06 27.12 23.20 24.41 18.48 6.26 0.52
1991 88.42 7.90 1.91 1.76 68.38 8.15 23.46 25.64 26.04 24.59 16.87 6.64 0.22
1992 88.62 7.77 1.90 1.70 68.47 5.09 26.44 27.15 2791 22.44 17.32 4.63 0.55
1993 88.37 8.32 1.97 1.34 67.87 5.70 26.43 28.10 23.46 23.57 17.60 6.55 0.72
1994 89.79 7.55 1.12 1.54 70.57 3.11 26.32 27.18 26.06 23.06 17.91 5.48 0.30
1995 88.35 8.32 2.11 1.22 69.19 6.21 24.60 29.00 25.52 22.82 15.77 6.21 0.68
1996 90.18 7.54 1.07 1.20 71.15 5.13 23.72 28.35 25.40 22.82 16.56 6.26 0.60
1997 89.15 7.86 1.52 1.46 70.95 6.12 22.93 28.31 26.58 22.07 16.63 5.64 0.78
1998 88.69 8.34 1.53 1.44 69.52 5.29 25.19 25.87 25.57 23.13 17.76 7.04 0.63
1999 89.00 8.42 1.05 1.52 70.89 3.94 25.17 28.46 26.08 23.10 16.35 5.36 0.66
2000 89.00 791 1.64 1.45 68.33 6.10 25.57 27.89 24.83 23.48 18.08 5.04 0.67
2001 86.80 10.11 0.86 2.23 69.10 6.02 24.87 26.73 24.84 23.47 19.16 5.54 0.26
2002 87.58 10.35 0.96 1.11 68.54 3.12 28.33 32.94 23.84 21.46 15.94 5.61 0.22
2003 90.40 7.61 1.12 0.87 69.39 3.84 26.77 28.65 27.40 22.39 15.19 5.56 0.82
2004 88.99 8.06 1.56 1.40 67.22 6.22 26.56 24.48 27.41 23.83 17.89 5.65 0.73
2005 87.17 9.29 2.17 1.37 64.43 7.54 28.04 27.69 24.34 22.42 18.72 5.69 1.14
2006 89.66 8.20 1.09 1.06 68.17 4.44 27.39 26.03 24.70 22.61 20.56 5.63 0.47
2007 86.34 9.42 2.19 2.05 66.17 6.92 26.91 28.21 24.85 22.73 16.65 6.84 0.72
2008 87.56 8.52 2.62 1.30 66.00 8.06 25.94 29.58 23.52 24.42 17.71 432 0.45
2009 89.18 8.26 1.50 1.06 67.68 4.78 27.53 25.59 26.11 23.09 19.06 5.63 0.53
2010 88.61 8.98 1.06 1.35 68.25 4.13 27.62 25.87 25.03 24.00 19.33 5.40 0.37
2011 86.41 9.96 222 1.41 65.20 9.18 25.62 27.85 23.99 24.47 18.22 5.04 0.42
2012 87.28 8.12 3.26 1.34 65.08 8.59 26.33 28.02 25.10 22.27 18.89 5.33 0.38
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