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Image Restore of Daguerreotype and Digital Archives of Historical Image Resources

Yoshinaka Ryo

Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Information Studies
of the University of Tokyo

Baba Akira

Interfaculty Initiative in Information Studies Graduate School

of the University of Tokyo

ABSTRACT

In 1998 we discovered a daguerreotype (one of old photo technique) on which a samurai had been

photographed before about 140 years. But unfortunately the image was seriously damaged. In order to

restore an original image, we mixed technologies of infrared videotaping and digital image processing.

This digital archive has information beyond fidelity to the original primary source material. What are

properties, conditions and potentialities of digital archives as historical materials? We would like to

propose one tentative about the ideal situation of digital archives in the 21st century.
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