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A study of variant texts of The tale of Genji,

in "The Bell Cricket" (Suzumushi) chapter.

-Using thesaurus of Japanese classical vocabulary-

Ito Tetsuya (National Institute of Japanese Literature)
Ouchi Hidenori (Waseda University)

The text of The tale of Genji has come down to us in several variant versions. In recent years,
the "Aobyoshi Oshima-bon" - a version derived from a text revised by Fujiwara no Teika - has
acquired the position of most popular edition. However, a thorough textual analysis of the Genji
has yet to be done. The system used to describe the variant versions of the Genji adopts a
classification devised by Tkeda Kikan over 60 years ago. This system divides all texts into three
lines: the Aobyoshi-bon, the Kawachi-bon, the Beppon. Few people realize that no progress has
been made in the textual analysis of the Genji for many years. The main purpose of the present
study is to analyze ever manuscript of the Genji for textual variants. Based on the differences
between various texts, I will go on to discuss the qualitative differences between them.

"The Bell Cricket" (Suzumushi) chapter of the Geniji has recently been in the news, as it is
being used in the design of the new 2,000-yen back-notes. For this chapter I have already made
a Data-base based on no fewer than thirty manuscripts. By assigning a number to every
textual variant, I am able to observe the changes in the variant's position relationship to other
variants from manuscript to manuscript. The next step is to move be toned a mere rotational
system for such variants, and to enter into the contents of the story. By examining the
variations of specific manuscripts, I hope to explore the specific characteristics of these variant
texts.
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