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Problems and perspectives of disclosing
the locative information of archives

YAMADA, Tetsuyoshi

Shiryokan (Department of Historical Documents )

National Institute of Japanese Literature

Archival records kept in Japan, especially those from the early-modern and the modern ages, are said to
be enormous without parallel in the world. These archives have been being surveyed and catalogued by
archival institutions which were set up as a result of archive-keeping movement after the War as well as
by libraries, museums, historical sections of local autonomies, and universities.

The Shiryokan has been compiling the locative information of such archival material based on the
catalc;gues collected from all over the country and preparing to disclose it through Internet with
multilateral retrieval system. However, it has been pointed out that there remain not a few problems in
disclosing such information through Internet mainly because it is the first attempt in this country.

The present report focuses on the problems and perspectives of disclosing the locative information of
archives, which must be indispensable and basic data for historical science and other purposes using

archival material.
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