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Implementation and Evaluation of /nCom: Support System
for Informal Communication in 3D Virtual World

YUUSUKE NAKANO," KOJI TSUKADA,*t SAEKO TAKAGI,'* KEI IWASAKItt
and FUJIICHI YOSHIMOTO't

The importance of informal communication on the Internet has been increasing in recent years. Several
systems for informal communication have been developed. These systems, however, require a particular
server and/or specialized 3D content. Therefore, we have proposed /nCom, a system for informal commu-
nication in a 3D virtual environment. The system generates 3D virtual worlds from existing common 2D
HTML documents. The system provides gaze awareness using avatars. Browsers communicate in a peer-to-
peer manner. We made and experimented a prototype system of /nCom. The results show that users shared
interests by gaze awareness.
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