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A Lyric Interface for Supporting Total Design of VJing  
to Which Musical Structure is Reflected 

 

Sho HONDA†1   Hiroya KURUSHIMA†1   Kazushi NISHIMOTO†1 

 
This paper proposes a novel VJing system named “LyricVJ” that is equipped with a lyric-card-like interface for 
video manipulation. Ordinary VJing systems had functions for selecting video clips and manipulating them only at 
each moment. Such systems were good enough for VJing with musical pieces having simple musical structure like 
the club-music. However, they are not suitable for VJing with complex and expressive musical pieces like the 
band-music; it is required to provide a supporting function for total design of VJing to reflect the complex and 
expressive musical structure. Considering not a few VJ performers are not familiar with musical skills, we 
implemented LyricVJ to which lyric-cards are incorporated as a user interface of the VJ system for allowing VJ 
performers without musical knowledge to grasp the entire musical structure. We conducted user studies with 
professional VJ performers using LyricVJ and confirmed that LyricVJ can support VJing while considering the 
musical structure. 
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Figure 1. A snapshot of VJ experience by the first author. 
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Figure 2.  Snapshots of experiments to evaluate support tools for total design of VJing 
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Figure 3.  Result of Questionnaires 

1  
Table 1.  Questionnaires 

-1-2-3-4-5-6-7-  
-1-2-3-4-5-6-7-  
-1-2-3-4-5-6-7-  
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-1-2-3-4-5-6-7-  
-1-2-3-4-5-6-7-  

-1-2-3-4-5-6-7-  
-1-2-3-4-5-6-7-  
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Table2. Interview 
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Figure 4.  System Configuration 
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Figure 5.  User interface of LyricVJ 
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Figure 6.  System used in field test 
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Figure 7.  Snapshots of the field test at a live house 
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Table 4.  Items of questionnaire in the field tests 
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Figure 8.  Results of questionnaire in the filed tests 
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