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Consideration on
Industrial-Academic-Government Cooperation Project

Junichi SHIMADA!

The industry-academia-government collaboration aims at research and development (R&D) of new technologies and creation of
new industries. In the industry-academia-government collaboration, academic institutions and industrial companies collaborate to
implement the project, and central government and/or local governments support the project by establishing system
institutionally and/or budgeting.

Since the 1980s in the United States, the industry-academia-government collaboration policies such as the enactment of the
Bayh-Dole Act were deployed. The research results of universities and/or research institutes were utilized, and the collaborations
between academia and industry progressed. The industrial competitiveness was improved in the life sciences and IT sector
particularly.

In contrast, since the 1990s in Japan, the international competitiveness of Japanese industry began to decline concurrently with
the bursting of the bubble economy.

In order to respond to a decline in the international competitiveness of Japanese industry, Japanese government accelerated the
industry-academia-government collaboration. Japanese government enacted laws such as “Science and Technology Basic
Act”(1995), “Act on the Promotion of Technology Transfer from Universities to Private Business Operators”(1998), and “Act on
Special Measures for Industrial Revitalization and Innovation”(Bayh-Dole Act in Japan, 1999), and Japanese government held
conferences such as “Conference for the Promotion of Collaboration Among Business, Academia, and Government”(since 2002).
On the other hand, R&D districts have been established at several regions in Japan such as Tsukuba Science City or Kansai
Science City. Academic institutions and industrial companies in each region are collaborating to have implemented the project
with the support of local governments.

Also in Ishikawa Prefecture, “ISHIKAWA SCIENCE PARK” (ISP) was established at Nomi City (Tatsunokuchi Town at the
time) in 1990. ISP aims to promote the industry-academia-government collaboration in the field of advanced science and
technology, and to establish the international R&D district.

In this presentation, I will introduce the status of regional industry-academia-government collaboration in information and
communication sector. At the same time, I will introduce the policy and budget trends in information and communication sector
in Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications.
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