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A Pairing System and Its Effectiveness
in the World Computer Shogi Championships

Takenobu TAKIZAWA
Faculty of Political Science and Economics, Waseda University

The Computer Shogi Association has managed the computer shogi championships since 1990. It has
used Swiss pairing system from the third championship. From the sixth championship, it has used the
preliminary—and—final style, and from the eighth, the preliminary contest was divided into two.

In the 16th World Computer Shogi Championship, the preliminary stage was divided into two. The
top 8 teams of the first preliminary contest joined the 16 second preliminary contest seeded teams.
There were 9 Swiss style games in the second preliminary contest. The top 5 teams proceeded to the
final. The purpose of the second preliminary contest is to select good teams that might win or be a
runner—up in the final. Here, the system has been analyzed using 8 qualified and 16 seeded teams.

In this paper, the author discusses the Swiss pairing algorithms and how to evaluate a pairing method.
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No. Program Name 1 2 3 45 6 7 8 91011 Pt SOS SB M
1 Al 20+ 19+ 6+ 5+ 4+ 3+ 2+ 8+ 7+ 15+ 16+ 11.0 71.0 71.0 57.0
2 A2 18+ 17+ 5+ 6+ 3+ 4+ 1- 14+ 8+ 7+ 9+ 10.0 74.0 63.0 50.0
3 A3 12+ 11+ 14+ 7+ 2- 1- 4+ 10+ 15+ 5+ 6+ 9.0 77.0 56.0 43.0
4 M 16+ 10+ 7+ 14+ 1- 2- 3- 17+ 18+ 8+ 5+ 8.0 74.0 44.0 33.0
5 B1 13+ 9+ 2- 1- 6+ 12+ 16+ 7+ 14+ 3- 4- 7.0 79.0 41.0 29.0
6 B2 15+ 8+ 1- 2- 5- 16+ 19+ 12+ 10+ 14+ 3- 7.0 74.0 37.0 27.0
7 A5 O+ 13+ 4- 3- 11+ 15+ 10+ 5- 1- 2- 14+ 6.0 79.0 34.0 23.0
8 B3 14- 6- 12+ 22+ 13+ 9+ 11+ 1- 2- 4- 15+ 6.0 72.0 31.0 23.0
9 B4 7- 5- 16+ 21+ 15- 8- 13+ 18+ 17+ 20+ 2- 6.0 61.0 27.0 18.0
10 A9 24+ 4- 19+ 20+ 14- 11+ 7- 3- 6- 16+ 22+ 6.0 56.0 21.0 15.0
11 A10 23+ 3- 17+ 18+ 7- 10- 8- 16- 20+ 19+ 21+ 6.0 53.0 21.0 15.0
12 B6 3- 23+ 8- 17+ 18+ 5- 15- 6- 21+ 22+ 19+ 6.0 53.0 19.0 13.0
13 A8 5- 7- 18+ 23+ 8- 14- 9- 20+ 22+ 21+ 24+ 6.0 44.0 14.0 10.0
14 A6 8+ 15+ 3- 4- 10+ 13+ 17+ 2- 5 6- 7- 5.0 75.0 28.0 17.0
15 A7 6- 14- 20+ 24+ 9+ 7- 12+ 19+ 3- 1- 8- 5.0 64.0 20.0 14.0
16 B5 4- 24+ 9- 19+ 20+ 6- 5- 11+ 23+ 10- 1- 5.0 60.0 15.0 9.0
17 A1l 22+ 2- 11- 12- 21+ 24+ 14- 4- 9- 23+ 18+ 5.0 51.0 10.0 6.0
18 B7 2- 22+ 13- 11- 12- 21+ 23+ 9- 4- 24+ 17- 4.053.0 6.0 3.0
19 A12 21+ 1- 10- 16- 22+ 23+ 6- 15- 24+ 11- 12- 4.052.0 6.0 3.0
20 B8 1- 21+ 15- 10- 16- 22+ 24+ 13- 11- 9- 23+ 4.0 51.0 6.0 3.0
21 A13 19- 20- 24+ 9- 17- 18- 22+ 23+ 12- 13- 11- 3.044.0 3.0 1.0
22 A14 17- 18- 23+ 8- 19- 20- 21- 24+ 13- 12- 10- 2.045.0 1.0 0.0
23 Al5 11- 12- 22- 13- 24+ 19- 18- 21- 16- 17- 20- 1.0 45.0 0.0 0.0
24 A16 10- 16- 21- 15- 23- 17- 20- 22- 19- 18- 13- 0.045.0 0.0 0.0
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1-24 1-12 1-5 1 1-2 1-3 1-4 1-5

ms9 098 094 0.92 1.00 100 100 0.83 0.93

ms3s6 0.98 095 0.97 examples 1.00 100 1.00 092 1.00
msi1 096 0.92 0099 1.00 100 1.00 1.00 0.93
ms9 081 0.67 0.21 0.75 0.75 067 0.81 0.80

ms3s6 0.82 0.69 0.26 tournaments—d 050 063 067 081 0.80
msi1 081 0.75 0.56 0.75 075 058 0.75 0.75
ms9 099 095 0.89 1.00 088 083 1.00 0.85

ms3s6 0.97 0.88 0.81 tournaments—e 1.00 088 083 0.88 0.80
ms1i1 095 0.87 0.86 0.75 088 092 088 095
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