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This paper analyzed the lyrics of the songs which have received Japan Record Award or 

a merit award using the method of metrical content analysis. The 344 songs in total 
published from 1970’s to 2010’s showed changes of lyrics by ages. As a result, love songs 
have a tendency to become popular for all ages. Remarkable change was found from 
negative words to positive between 1990’s and 2000’s and the year of 1997 was the 
boundary line. The social background at that time is thought to be related with them. 
One factor was growing social unrest caused by rising unemployment rate and increasing 
vicious crimes. And another was that the young set the trend of songs in place of the 
adult.  
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Table2 Top 25 frequently-appearing words 
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Table3 Cross tabulation of codes and ages 
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Figure1 Correspondence analysis 

 
1

2

1

1990 2000
1

 

2
4

2

 
2 1989

1978
1996

1997
2012



 
2 

 
Figure2 Proportion of songs containing the 

codes of “Breakup” or “Meeting”  
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Figure3 Proportion of songs containing the 

codes of “Negative” or “Positive” 
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Figure4 Proportion of songs containing the 

codes of “Weather-Raining” or “Weather-Fine 
day” 
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Figure5 Proportion of songs containing the 

codes of “Before 1997” or “After 1997” 

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

19
78

19
80

19
82

19
84

19
86

19
88

19
90

19
92

19
94

19
96

19
98

20
00

20
02

20
04

20
06

20
08

20
10

20
12

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

120%

19
78

19
80

19
82

19
84

19
86

19
88

19
90

19
92

19
94

19
96

19
98

20
00

20
02

20
04

20
06

20
08

20
10

20
12

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

120%

19
78

19
80

19
82

19
84

19
86

19
88

19
90

19
92

19
94

19
96

19
98

20
00

20
02

20
04

20
06

20
08

20
10

20
12

11.9%

19.1%

17.1%

7.1%

58.6%

71.0%

18.9%

4.8%

21.8%

5.1%

63.4%

45.7%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

1978-1996

1997-2012



2 25

3 8

 
1

1990 2000
2 3  1997

1997
5  

5 1997 1978 2012

4

5
1997

 

1997

  
 
i.  

 
1

1997 3.4 1998
4.1 1999 4.7

  
[8] 

1997
 

 

 
 

1994 65 14
1997

 
 

1996
1997 3

5

 
 

[9]

1997 1 1997

[10]

 
1995

1996 O157
1997

2 3

  
 
ii.  

CD  
1998 CD 8cm

12cm
10  

 

                                                  
10 

http://www.riaj.or.jp/  2013-10-23  



PHS
1997

[11]  1996
1998

[12]
2000

  
110  

1996
19

SPEED 10

10
11  

 
CD

1996 12

 

2000

[13]

 

                                                  
11 

http://jacompa.or.jp/index.shtml  
2013-10-23  
12 

http://singo.jiyu.co.jp/  2013-10-23  

1990

 
 

1

1991
[14]

 
 

1978 2012

1997

 

 

 



[1] 
pp.10 2012  

[2] 
Vol.16 pp.290-276 2009  

[3]  

Heart to Heart
Vol. 57 pp.23-42 2013  

[4] 
34

Vol. 31 pp.55-65 2000  
[5] 

2010
pp.195-202 2010  

[6] 

19 pp.338-341
2013  
[7] 

2
Vol.19 No.1 pp.101-115 2004  

[8] 1-1-7

http://www.mhlw.go.jp/wp/hakusyo/kousei/
11/backdata/data/1/23010107.xls
2013-10-23  

[9] 23

http://www.mhlw.go.jp/wp/hakusyo/kousei/
11-1/dl/gaiyou.pdf  2013-10-23  

[10] 
1997

http://www.tdb.co.jp/report/tosan/syukei/97
nendo.html 2013-10-23  

[11] 8 9

http://www.soumu.go.jp/johotsusintokei/sta
tistics/pdf/HR199700_001.pdf  

2013-10-23  
[12] 70

http://www.riaj.or.jp/issue/anniversary/70t
h/pdf/70th_4.pdf  2013-10-23  

[13] 2006

http://www.riaj.or.jp/release/2007/pr070404
.html  2013-10-23  

[14] 16

http://www5.cao.go.jp/j-j/wp/wp-je04/04-00
000.html  2013-10-23  

[15] 

1 Vol.44 pp.53-58 1993  
[16] 

Vol.25 pp.1-16 2007  
[17] 

1990
Vol.105

pp.145-156 2002  
[18] 1997-98

Vol.54 No.6 pp.61-70 
2003  
[19] 

Vol. 32 pp.1-27 2006  
 


