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Personal Name Extraction from Ancient Japanese Texts
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Text analysis of ancient Japanese language is difficult due to the lack of language tools
to segment a sentence into words. There exists some morphological analysis tools for
ancient Japanese in a specific period, but there are no such tools that can be used for
general purpose. Even if morphological analysis tools were not available, it would be
beneficial for a certain kind of text analysis to be able to extract named entities, such as
personal names, from ancient Japanese texts. In this paper, we propose a method of
personal name extraction from ancient Japanese texts based on Support Vector Machine
(SVM) using features of character appearance and probabilistic word segmentation
information. Experimental results showed that our proposed method were able to extract
personal names from ancient Japanese texts with approximately 4% better F-measure
when utilizing our proposed word segmentation information.
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