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This study analyzes the interactions between the actors in the traditional comedic performances of
Japanese Manzai and Chinese Xiangsheng and attempts to discuss the differences in body culture that
exist between these two countries. The subjects of our study are five Manzai pairs and five
Xiangsheng pairs performing on DVD recordings. We extracted the characters of paralanguage and
non-verbal behavior. The results of our analysis show that Manzai and Xiangsheng differ greatly in the
amount of speech and the timing of the speech. The results also show that for both of these forms of

performing arts, the direction/orientation of the face and body of the Tsukkomi

characteristic indicator of the performing pair.
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