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Circle Mirror Metaphor
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Abstract: Although an always-on video communication system would have potential to increase the oppor-
tunity for casual communication between separated people, privacy concern prohibits it to be widely used.
To address this problem, a new configuration for remote communication is proposed. With a wide-angle lens
that faces the ceiling, this system allows an “always-on” connection while protecting privacy of unintended
people and because the background scenery will naturally be out of the line of sight. Users can start com-
municating by simply peering down towards a display. Moreover, a circle mirror metaphor allows both local
and remote users to participate in the conversation as if they were at the same round table.
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