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Investigating how to embed RATSs into a malicious document file

MIMURA MAMORUY2:®)  OTSUBO YUHEI?2 TANAKA HIDEHIKO!

Abstract: Today, targeted attacks that exploit confidential information or personal information are serious
threats for many organizations. At an early phase of a targeted attack, most attackers send malware called
RAT(Remote Access Trojan) by e-mails, and attempt to control the computer. If the RAT is concealed in a
document file, it is more difficult to reveal it. Thus, to defeat targeted attacks, it is necessary to detect RATs
in malicious document files. In this paper, we investigate how to embed RATSs into a malicious document
file, and explain the systematized methods. Moreover, we consider how to break the embedding methods

and detect RATSs in malicious document files.
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DAL DM ANFEITEN, FEREROERICHIHE 1
3. PERENEERE, a3y R&ay ha—ibg— &
IEEEIN, RKMICKEHFIC K> THINEN S, KEH
W&, RETEMET DI, Torls] FOEA M
EEEEZVT 7 ZFHALED, $TICRILY 2T
BRLTHD, EREBEDATRER — L — Y DR Z ] H
UCHRERI R — LR EE LTV B TREE S £ 2 b s, &
5IC, NEICHERLUHE#RZH, #illcEsEriE- it
4, 77 A00V%, HEZWVIEHER LT 7 A IVZEDE D%
G U FINCRELTETNS

FERRIEBIC N BN BV 2 71%, DD T DIEES
ICHEES 20 AV A L I3 B3 2 R MR I E TV 5 [3).
e 21X, FREDHBICOBREEEI NS, )T T
EATFTERVIAINARNEKY T FOXRX YRGS Z—
T7ANVEIEKT BT EMTET, #HERELTYAIVAN
YT P TRIEENIC W E VWS EEAH . TDOXH %k
R EM & UTlE, Microsoft Word, Adobe Reader 55
D7 TV r— 3 AFET B9tk z BT 507 7

AN RO BRIER T 2 HEIMEETN TS, TNb
DEZRTIX, mHONNR—2T 7))@ LIz A VA
WY 7 R TE, BT 7 AV ERHTERW T —AHE
ERETHS.

FERIREIC WS NBIE E A LD IV =7 DOAIKIT
#7774V (EXE XU DLL) THD, A—)LTHE#E
ENENZEEE, NI SR Y a—RENZIGEENRS
5. KETWE, RIVT2T7OREKTHZIATT 7 AIVH,
A=)V TEHBEEN SNZEEERELTVS. TOgE
51, EhoTr /f)bbgéi@b)&iﬂ@‘k?ﬁ?ﬁ?’@?/f
aVMEREEINB 5L, DOCER, PDF EXRFEOE
T 7 ANVICHDIAENTHEINZEENEZIDBNS. H
FI7 7 ANHBNENDT 7 A INTHDAFE N TWIRNGEIC
&, FIHZRILETX7 A 2 2 OB E T U
BIAAEIZ A=) QI T EMNTES. LHLEND,
RITT 7 AINVHET 7 AVCHDAFEN TSN
B, FIHEICIE—RICAE R A —)L 7z Jk < FERDVR
V. HERIS, FITT 7 AINE e BB R I—DOET A
VEIEET BT T, BACIVY 27 2EKS %Y —)V
DIFAEHEERENT VD [4]. LY 7 DA E NI
ET7 7 AL &, exploit (feggttzfIHLzEESH S
a—R) BETEN, VT T OKRKRTHZITT 7 A
IWIMERENZEGERZ V. Ko, B ET 7 1)U
HSAENTRITT 7 A )7, R THEMNICHRATT %
TEMNTENE, XET7AICETT 7 A IVHHDIAE
NTVWEHEIEHEL, SV 27 ZRHTEENT
ENBHLDEEZIOND. T TABMOHNZ, XET 7
AIWICFATT 7 A IVIMEDAE N TV B G 72 FIN R T
HEIICHET 22 & & T 5.
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2. PBEEMAZE

AFETIE, XET 7 AIICETT 7 AOVHEDAENT
WAHMNEGNZ, exploit ZEIFE BT ICMET 5. T O
TIFEBICS VY = 7IEE LWz, AR ErafisT
D—FEENAZD. T7AINVDREEE LITHIRITIC X -
TNV 272N 2FEE LT, 77 70V %=
Wrd3FE ZNLNOT 7 OIVE G TEZFEBIT
XEHT 7 AN T S5 FECHHEINS.

2.1 REFTI77FAIVERRT BFE

XK [6], [7] Tl&, <V 2 TICEENS G e
HHL, BEiHOHFED 1 DTCHAIYR— IR EZTT
HBHACLICEST, @FOFIT T 7 AOIVEIIVT 2T 7%
WS B TFEIMEREIN TV S, R [8) Tl&, #7777
AN DD HEIL, DEILKET & D
IV Mo —0OetZREINT 52T, @HEOIATT 71
WERYF U TENTRIVY 27 %A % FENREE
NTWs. iz, K9] TlE, FAT77 7 AT/ X —2
HBOFERBEHT A LT, SvF U/ TENTVENE
WEHET ZFEMERIN TS, ThoDTHER, &
T7 7 AVDRIVY 27D ZHET 5 FiETH 5.
AT, XET 7 AIVICHOIAENTZFIT T 7 A IV %
MR eZAMELTED, INLOTFHEDXIICHE
77 7 AIVEKRO OIS L.

2.2 RFT77AMIVBNERIRTESFE

Sk [10] Tl&, 73 F V) F— X DMEEREHINCHHTT %
TLILE-T, XFEI7 7 MVCREINEALERO— R 2K
HT 2 FEMEREINTWVS. STk [11] TEASAFY 57—
X DTSN, BN 28 &6E TET 7 1V
fFRENTAELZI— RIS 5 FEMERENTVS
INSOFETIE, FATT 7 AV E ST ORGE LT
BO, 77 AR E NIz exploit ZEL AR I— R7%
MHT 2 LICEREZENTWS. £z, TNHIET7 71
JVICAREGRD— R GEEN T 20 ENEHET 5 FET
HY, PEZI—FROMESNEDX S TN THDAEN
TWBN 0N 2FE TRV,

ARTIE, exploit ZFLAIEZRI— R TIEEL, =V
I—RENTEIVT 27 ORNEK GHATT 7 A)V) ZHEIT
5T ERHMNELTVS. RIVY =7 ORKZERIET %72
DITIE, FATT7 7 AOIVHEDAEN TV A NEP L O—
FHRXLHSENCT 208D 5.

2.3 XET774IVEDHTBFE
SCHR [12] Cld, WIEICERRZA T 7> a v z2fES 7 1V
R NI E i % C & T, A% PDF JEAAD
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T 7 AN ERICHHTT 5 FEMEREINTVS. TOF
TR, 8D 0 FEETIVEROTWS 28, #E8T%
17eHDOY TP REDZEND BT TR, ZOME
WFEOY Y T IVCHATET S, Fz, PDFIERADO T 7 1)L
DNDSLET 7 ANV ZDHTT % T EMMTERW. SR [13]
T, BRGIEAOEMNEET 7 4 NCHSDAT NI FAT
77 AW EHBCHNT Y —VDMEREN TV 5. T
DFETE, PDFERDT 7 A )WV DSLET 74V E
DT BT EMNARETH D, TRV )V
DHEZEE RN, LA LEDDS, PDF EXDT 71 )LD
HIRMENE VS HEND 5.

ARaTIE, BEUSET 7 AIVCHDAENTZRIT T 7 A
VORI Z N F X858, 2009 FEH 5 2012 FEDRIC
HEEIDOMRKIC B THA U TR BRI BRI L B Nk
ZoML, BENCKRIR LTS TT7 7 A VDL a— R 5
LML, ZOMmFEZRGT 5.

3. RAT DIEHAHER

EITT 7 ANV THB RAT IF, TOFEELET 7 A IV
HDHAENZHEEH B, £ < OGRS HDF
TIVO—RENTXET 7 VIS IAENS. 2009
EMNDS 2012 FORNICHEE ORI BOTEHRINL 78k D
Yrva—RzESHL, Lz a— RARICHNS
NTCWELEFEZE 1IORY. Tra— o, &
LTI D DHANGTHBEZHAGE THKRENTED,
PIc K55, ImEIC K2 B RUEE OIS Hn 8
TBHTENTES. Brric kA0, #7770z
VaA—RTLERICHTHHENZHEAN T O— R/
ATH5. BEICKZFABLUTEROAZ, Bk
BARNCMATHHAI N AN EZ>a— FAXTH
D, BEOGAZHEE R ELMEETH 5.

K1 Tra—RHVENS FAREE

Table 1 Main instructions to encode executable files.

JHH R A
XOR HEM AR ERA]
ADD, SUB TIARTANG & P2 EARTR T
ROL, ROR | ZE#ifly 7 b E/zidG#ms 7 b

3.1 BFCLBZHHR

B X 35K, SO R TIER L Tz#t & Okt
WERER (XOR) Z#HHET BT & T, Ei77 7 A2 RD
NHHNCEWT B TH S, #ric kB 50Tk, Tt
FATT 7 ANVDA Ty MiEIETY a— FRICEE(EL
AN
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3.1.1 XOR
FHITT 7 AV EALED 1byte D#E%Z XOR HHKET 5L
I—FRAHXTHO, REERNDOHEICHNSN TN S.
EHO XORICKZ AT, #7774V LD XOR
HRZRIEST % &, FAT7 74V NULL OB 138 & [F)
—DELx%. FDI8, FT77 7 A )LD NULL DF5IC
HHT LT, ABlcTya—RIHWE#RERET3
CENARETH .
3.1.2 Multibyte XOR
RITT 7 AV EERED 2byte ML EO#%E XOR HET %
I2a—RERTHB. 2OHRERED, FATT7 714V
@ NULL OfEIIC 2byte L EOBDEMNZ D F RN S 1H
MMWd 5. Lieh>T, F477 7 A )LD NULL OFIH
HLU, 2byte L LOHR U7 F =2l d 52 & T, =V
I—FICHVWSHZHEST ST ENEETHS. 2720,
PR Ly y| T % C L CRERET B72011X, E
77 7 AOVICHDOEE D 2 5L, F.O NULL OB EE
THRENDS.
3.1.3 NULL-Preserving XOR
NULL-Preserving XOR (&, T2 d— FIZHWAEED
1byte O# D E —ET 5%, F72id NULL OB EE
BW2RfEd, TNLILDOLEDHA XOR HEZ I %
J770C&H%. NULL-Preserving XOR TXFT7 7 1)L D
NULL O #7559, NULLOEF &%> T
518, —HAUERITERZRET S EMNTERL.
3.1.4 Multibyte NULL-Preserving XOR
Multibyte NULL-Preserving XOR (&, #EHUEXD
AR T NULL O SIEEZHE MY, FhlL
NDEEITIIERE D 2byte DL EDOHZ XOR HE T 51
I— RARTHS. Multibyte NULL-Preserving XOR T
&, Multibyte XOR D& 512577 7 )LD NULL Ofg
B 2byte L EOBOMENZDOEEFENZ T EHEN. L
75T, 2byte L EOBER L XA EMHT S LT, =
YOA—FRICHVWZHEZHIET Z T ENTERV. L,
Multibyte NULL-Preserving XOR Tl&#t & [Fl UE T DO
BT 1byte T& NULL A DEAZEN TV 2 HEEICIE
XOR A ZEMT 5728, XFa— FOHESTIC K-
THZHEE TZ 2 EEED D 5.
3.1.5 Rolling XOR
Rolling XOR 1 1byte HNIDOHIC L % XOR A & %
2E, BEOMND BT 1byte T EICELTZ TV
a— A TH 2. mbEANGROMEDZELD S
19OMMETZA2 7V A MFREKT 1 IOEET S
FUVAYIHRTHB. TNHDHRDEE, 256byte
TLICHOMEMITTOM L Ix B T8, I 256 £7x%.
Rolling XOR 7% 2byte ML FOFIC X% XOR HE E£Z Z 7=
EEciE, Multibyte XOR L EEMICFIZE LG5S, TOD
5%, Rolling XOR O#DJERAA Multibyte XOR DOHED
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EXICHYT 3. LA > T, Multibyte XOR & [AERIC
FITT7 7 A )VD NULL OEICEHE L, 2byte DL D#HK
UNFEHZBHIT A2 8T, T>a— RICHW A7 H#E
95T EMAEETH 5. Rolling XOR * Multibyte XOR
IC X BT a— REERIE, Rolling XOR & XORICK 3%
HILYIO—-FEREBFAEIFEE RS, B8R 5, Rolling
XOR & XORIC K B EZET Y O— RERICITFESERIDK
DINIDI, FERE L TERETNEHOESIEITO Rolling
XOR DfEHE R BN ETHD. L->TCEZHICZYa—F
HEADHAWSENTWBEHAICE, 2byte ML EDFIR LT
Watlid s T, Tra—RIcHWARZHEETE S
ATREMED S 5.
3.1.6 ZODIEFHDAR

FOEMO|MAIC L BT a—RAFRELTIE, FED
DA T 1w s OBEICOAREER T B,
HOZX M) —=LEEZAVWE HFRERDTFENS, £z
DLEDST e LTiE, RO 1byte DEZH E LT
XOR WA ZHEMT 5 T REMERIN TS,

3.2 EREICKDAR

HEEIC KB 7R, Mo THITTI7AIVH S
WIEROIEF 2 U” A 25N ThH5. WO ZDHA
&, 7RIS K 5 T byte LD & bit AL OHEHH
%. byte A DIREIC K 25K TR, 7TDFEITT 7 AIVD
F 7ty MiBlET Yy a— RBICE(LT 5.

3.2.1 WmEVTH

WG L% 1byte Df%, 1~4bit BN TEiwMEY 7 +
FrR3GwREY T 8955 0TH 5. 4bit w7 b L
oM & 4bit HEwEES 7 b LIEIER— %%, @ity 7
M, ET7 7ML TEENS5E L, Rolling
XOR DI U THIEESNZGEND 5. AN 256 D
Rolling XOR OFITH U CimHls 7 M OE S NizEAEIC
E, FERELUTERSNSHOFEPIIZD LRV, T8k
S5, WY FOFATH B 81E, 256 DFE L 5B H
5TH%. &>, Rolling XORIZHHE Y7 FAMHHEN
TeHAICE, 2byte LA EORR LN ZMIET 52 & T
I2IO— RICAVSHZHETE 5 ENND 5.

3.2.2 SWAP

W& LT B 2byte DA%, 1byte HAL TIEIT % AN
Z %1 TH 5. SWAP R 2 52 L 7z SCFFNTHR L
7% w b7% 1byte 35 L CHE SWAP HEZ IS %
Double SWAP SR EMEREINT VS, £z, 1byte HAf
Tl <, WL T % 1byte % half byte HA TIEF % A
Nz % Nibble SWAP /&5 %. 735, Nibble SWAP
JIRE, 4bit FERREEY 7 P B X T 4bit AR 7 b L [EIFE
TbH5.
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3.3 EBDAR

EADRIE, WRETEZLET 7 ANDT 7 A )VERX
WKZ LIy a—RAXTHS. WRETHLHET 7 A
VIR, (EDDERZ B 2GRS 5 EMNARETH B7D
i, TOEIREADOHNCKZ T a— KA REL 5 5.
3.3.1 RTF 774

1ZL A EDRTF (Rich Text Format) JEXXD 7 7 1 )i
BT, FITT 7 A4)VD 1byte 7Z 2byte D 0~f D 16 i
Blcrra—FR92aAADHAVENTWS. ORI,
X EAEETHEHAIN, BITHWSNS Z LidiZ
EARERV. TONRTIZYA—RINFITT 7 AV
&, TTOFEITT 7 AINVDETD2EOEID 0~f D 16 #E
BICTZYa—REINTWBRD, BRHYICHERTE T Lhn]
HETH 5.
3.3.2 PDF774JL

PDF (Portable Document Format) N0 7 7 1 )LIC
BT, #RICKEHRBLUHEEIC K 5 5N CEEESH
77 7 AW EBBIAL LI E, Java Script Z Wz
> a— RGDHEER I N TS, Java Script I, HA&H
ICRITT 7 4 IVD 1byte 7 2byte @ 0~f O 16 HEEIC T
I— RLUTHISIAZENT W, 72721, PDF JERDHGAEIC
W&, 77 7 A VDDA T N Tz Java Script DV E SITHI
DFRTLYOA—RFENZTD, BAHICHRTZH LT
RN
3.3.3 Zotnisx

TNFETITR LTRSS E, VBScript % Flash I
EREN3 075 LS TH S Action Script 2 AT
FTT7 7 AN Ly A= R B HADMREN TS, T
NooFRE, ZO7TOTILEEEYR—F LT3 Y
ET 7 ANVTHNREHAND T ENAEETH D, Microsoft
Word *® Excell IHHAAENT NS T L2,

4. BOHIAHFADREGFE

WSCET 7 A )VICHDAE N Tz RAT 2RI %728
IZid, ZOMDIAS TR E MG H0ENH . RAT O
HHAF T2 G 5 Fike LTiE, N1 /%70
F, A2 R LTt 2 R B KU AR 3
Y d— ROBEIHNEZ 5N%. FTya—RAGRE
fRFt LD IO 2 1TRT.

41 AR1:BYEVAR

I B DIAR T ROMRZTER, IXTDOEZILN
BBHONE— 2 47D Titd AN THB. 771
FEAEG DG, ZDT 7 A IVERDHROGE DB
9 5. $H7z 0 510E, XOR % NULL-Preserving XOR %
DOHENENGHICENTHS. FFC, NULL-Preserving
XOR ED R TIIFFTE Wiz, ME—DMHTFET
bBrLEZOENS. LHLAENS, F#ENEL Multibyte
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® 2 BTy a— FANISHIST B il Fik
Table 2 Breaking methods that correspond to each encoding

method.
Ira—RAR 71 | A2 | A3
XOR O O A
Multibyte XOR X O A
NULL-Preserving XOR O X X
Multibyte
NULL-Preserving XOR X X O
Rolling XOR VAN O A

XOR *® Multibyte NULL-Preserving XOR &% LT, 3
ED AV ¥ 2 — X TIE I N T Ol d A rTHET
%%. Rolling XOR IZDWTIZ, HiffitxA > 271 XA by
RKRT7T 7 VU AV MR THNZ, FEHAMIRRERIN T O
WEATRETH B, [AIRRIC, #hiElc X5 7R EE DT RIcD
W, HIHLTHRERT % T & THAMRIFRN T O
WBHRETH B EEADBNS.

4.2 AR 2 BRLXFINZEHRETHHR
BENENT Y a— RFARCH LTI, #4720 45T
EERANERBIN CfFid 5 T LI TERWV. 22T, #
77 74V NULL OFMCEH L, 2byte ML EOFHE L
XA RIS 5T LT, TV a— RICHW2HEHEET S
HANEZSNS. TOHADEET 5721, F477 7
AIICHOEE D 2 5L 10 NULL OFEAFEEL, #b
ZOXRFORETHENET 7 A IVCE TN TV SLED
H%. TOFUF, XOR, Multibyte XOR 5K U Rolling
XORICHMTH B EZBND. [HEKIC, IREICKS )
AREADSTRICDNTH, L THRERT 5T & THA
AR N TOMFIE I RECH B LEZABND. L LKA
NS, \BNZOFEXORETENESGE T 7 MVICEENE
W NULL-Preserving XOR, *° Multibyte NULL-Preserving
XOR K UTIE, JFRIAICHEGZHEAATRETH 5.

4.3 AN 3 :XFI— FOEESH

FEMNEW Multibyte NULL-Preserving XOR X LT
(&, #7720 AR TERR LsCvy 2t d 5 508 9
MR N TS % T E M TE /R, Multibyte NULL-
Preserving XOR T, #&[HUEEOMHEEIC 1byte TH
NULL S DENE EN TV B HAITIE XOR 52 HE i
T5. 2RI, RITT77AINVDHSEL ED NULL O
A EENRTONUL, BIZZOFEFORETIIEENT
WEWD, XFO— FOEESTICK > TRZHETE 2
AREMEDE Z 5N B, D&, XOR, Multibyte XOR
B XU Rolling XORICH L TEH2HEEANTH S L&
Z6N%. FkIC, BEICK2TRREADTRICDONT
&, PIHLTHRERT % T & THEANZIFN TOffmidnT
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HRTHBLEEZLNS. LI LENDS, 77 AUl

DR E LTELFENZXTINC KT, XFIA—=FD
BICRRADNFE T BTN E A 5N 5.

5. RAT OEMAR
HT T 7 VIS HIDAE N RAT 2T %728

&, gt LIz AR 2T T a— R LT —%
Mo, FTT 7 AIVDBEENTVS T L RiERT 208D
HB. FITT7ANDEENTVSC LR % Fik
X, MS-DOS iR 2 770l Let#d 55k, FU7
T7ANDNY ZZRETHHEANEAZDNS.

5.1 MS-DOS AR277075 LGRS HHAR
RAT 219 % 72icix, F477 7 )LD MS-DOS
ART TG T LCEEND LTINS B DINEAR
TH%. MS-DOS AAT7T0rT L&, EI5777A)H
MS-DOS L TRITENLHEFICITENE T 0T T LT
HH, —fKAICIE “This program cannot be run in DOS
mode” % “This program must be run under Win32” &
WP RRR LT T2 705 LTH%. Ll
TN, MS-DOS HHAZ 7717 J LcEEN 574
BERICRIET 2 T EWATRETH B 728, T DFHDH
T RAT ZMHIT 2 L3 TERL. TOHRITKSHH
ZEiEd 2728, TNE DA% 1byte DHZE LTz
T7 7 OVEREREN TS, £z, “PE for Win32”
“Win32 only!” DX 3% F o7 iz XTFHNEENT
WABIEHR, HEIVIFEALES>TVWAGEAEDH 5.

5.2 NYAERRTSZAHAR

MS-DOS A2 77t 7S LERET 5 KD b Ik
DIF, FITT 7 AINDNY ZReRT 55N TH5. FA7T
T 7 AINVOREEICIE, MZ Ny ZEBELT PE Ny ZHDO0
TW37zh, “MZ” ® “PE” L\ 7ztNbDN\Y XICE
ENAEEDNNA—VZWMETBHT LT, F777AIVT
55 RAT ZRHIT AT ENTES. LHLAENS, TO
FHRIC KB E T 728, "MZ”"PE” DX 7H)%
HIRR U 72547 7 7 A VDAL TV B E BRI NT
W3, “MZ” X “PE” OXFHNE, ¥ o)bad— RPETE
NGEWIIIE I NS T2, FTT7 7 A VIR IERICEE
T3, 2OXIEEAICIE, MS-DOS HIAZTTa5S 1,
ZWMERT 2 N EBGDE TRAEMNICHMET 2 W ERT
HB. 7T 7A4NVDNULL DB EENSE A Ty hOfi
EEE, RAT AT 572006 TAN0 LixdE
DEEZBND.

6. BbHYIC

KfaTld, EI77 7400V THS RAT HED X S ITHM:
NET 7 AIICHDAFNTOEZDO0EFHEL, TOHR
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BRRIEUTHBIT S L LI, LD ROFHIC OV
TEHLU. b, TORMMzERL TENSGET 71
VIS D RAT OMSDIAH T X2 7L, RAT ZHH1d %
TR DV TERL .

SHOMEE LTI, ARTIRE LU 3 DOMDIARS
ROMFH TR KU 2 D0 RAT ORI D BRI 77
WY ZLDEZR, R, BRAROFMMEND TSNS,
BRSO D AR ST & OMHRZ TS, 77
AIVEREFICIS Ul o figini T4 723809 % T L AVATRE
Lix%. EoEfREFEREINT 5 2 LT, RAT ORI
TS ZHEEST A &N TES. A—)bTF—\0xwy
NI =222 TY T IV EA LEEH T E BREEICTAN
IRHENME S NANUE, K O SRE AR RIS I 9 2 it
VAT LORRICHEST D EZS.

BEXH

1] #FWEEES L OBRZlE ARy T«
WROIER LR, BFERE (FrI12), ATk
(http://www.meti.go.jp/press/2011/05/
20110527004/20110527004.html) (2 #E 2012-10-29)
(2011).

[2]  TEELEHEERRE 0 DT LWL A T ORE) KBTS L
HK— bk ~Stuxnet (AX w7 A3y ) FOHFHLWT A
NIRRT RO MBI ~, 1SHURHEERR > 51 2),
ATFSE (http:/ /www.ipa.go.jp/about /technicalwatch/
20101217.html) (Z4 2012-10-29) (2010).

[3] TN 2 a2 —R YAV A RIET
Y ZAOfEHIRI 12 A7 B X T 2011 FFEM] I
DT, ML IHEERRN (T 0 >), AFk
(http://www.ipa.go.jp/security /txt/
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