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On the Significance of Open Meta-Discussion Relating to Digitization of the Humanities
— Toward the Future of Jin-mon-con, Humanities Computing, and Digital Humanities —

Kiyonori Nagasaki Yusuke Nakamura Makoto Goto
International Institute for Digital

Humanities

University of Tokyo Hanazono University

Regarding the digitization of the humanities in Japan, the SIG, Computers and the Humanities has played a prominent
role since its establishment. However, due to various limitations, overview of such attempts has not been discussed,
especially due to the rapidity of the ongoing technical progress in the field of IT, which has a tendency to so quickly
render such discussions obsolete. This situation is drastically being changed due to the dissemination of advanced IT
environments into the PCs of ordinary consumers. A general discussion was gradually initiated by a panel at Jin-mon-con
2004. In this paper, we label this kind of discussion as "meta-discussion" and assert that it is very significant in the future

of digitization of the Humanities in Japan.
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