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Proposing a word importance measure
for head line identification

MasaTo UTakA 1 and TuvyosHr YAMAMURAT2

This paper develops a method to identify a head line with a text for web ar-
ticles (newspaper article on the Internet), as the first step of judging it whether
a headline attached to the text is appropriate. We introduced new word im-
portance measure using the global frequency of the word in the corpus. We
performed the identification experiment using the real web articles. We com-
pared the performance of our method with that of the conventional , tf-idf
method and that of identification by human subjects. As a result the proposed
method outperformed the tf-idf method; our method correctly identified 78%
of 515 randomly selected web articles and 55% of another 303 articles that were
similar to each other, whereas the tf-idf method correctly identified, 76% and
50%, respectively. It was also comparable or even superior to human subjects.
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