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Analysis of the International Bebras Contest
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"Bebras" is an international contest to foster the interests and understandings of
computer science essentials for K-12 children. In Japan, the contest has been
carried out by JCIOI (The Japanese Committee for the International Olympiad
in Informatics) since 2010. In this paper, we analyze results of the contest for
junior high schools. The results are: (1) Difficulties of the contest problems for
the students can be classified into two aspects, namely, those related to reading
and comprehending the problems, and those related to thinking and devising
the answer. (2) Ability to cope with those two aspects seems to increase with
their grades (ages). Therefore, contest problems can be a useful in measuring
those two kinds of abilities. Additionally, enquiry has shown that the contests
were effective in promoting students' interests toward computer sciences.
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