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On a Hieratic Database using Digital Images:
A case study in a Middle Egyptian Manuscript.

Masakatsu Nagai
Graduate School of Humanities and Societies
University of Tsukuba

Little attention has been paid to the palaeographic study of the hieratic scripts, so I compiled a
database of them; (1) I made digital photos of all the signs in the text of the Hermitage Papyrus No.
1115, and a data file based on such information as attributes of the signs; I also created (2) a data file
of vocabulary terms, thus forming a relationship between (1) and (2). In this way, it became possible
to look up specific signs either by signs or by words, and, because the digital photos of the signs are
also given, it also made it possible to decipher the text in the original document on which the database
itself was based.
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