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Development of an annotation tool for accumulating Mokkan Images
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This paper describes an annotation tool to accumulate mokkan images electronically. A mokkan is a
generic name given to Japanese historical wooden tablets that have handwritten characters. More than
200,000 of the 350,000 mokkans unearthed in Japan come from excavations of Heijyo-Palace. The
number is increasing as the excavations continue. In order to respond to this situation, it is necessary
to build an effective tool for archiving and annotating mokkan images because traditional methods can
not keep up with. In this paper, we report the design and implementation of an annotation tool which
supports to archive mokkan images and annotate attributes from the early stage of excavation. In
particular, we describe image processing techniques in details.
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