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A Study On the Per-Glyph Font Identification of
the Embedded TrueType

suzuki toshiya'

The TrueType fonts embedded in the electronic documents may lack its metadata to
reduce the size of the data size of the document. Especially, PDF (ISO/IEC 32000) was
originally developed as a Page Description Language (PDL), thus the embedded
TrueType fonts in PDF lack the family name, version number and copyright
acknowledgement that are included in the original TrueType fonts. It is possible for some
PDF production system to retain such information, but it is not required and most PDF
browser does not retrieve them, it is difficult to identify the fonts used in the document.
In some office document dealing with the special glyphs for personal or place names, the
identification of the glyph (which font is used for the glyph) is important, and the family
name may be insufficient to identify (e.g. there are many fonts that their family names
were not changed during the switching from JIS X 0213:2000 to JIS X 0213:2004). In
this report, the method to identify the font by the TrueType glyph instruction embedded
in PDF is discussed.
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