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A Consideration on GTA based on
Akira Mikami’s Japanese Grammar
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Recently, GTA (Grounded Theory Approach) gets a lot of attention as a
social investigation tool of the “Qualitative Study.” GTA is also effective in
the requirement analysis and evaluation phases of the software developments.
In GTA, the analysits have to discover many “concepts (nouns)” for the frag-
mented field data (sentences) and the collected fragment-grooups. As the result,
GTA requires much time. This paper claims that the inefficiency is caused by
the straightforward application of the American-born GTA to Japanese. Be-
cause, there is a major diffrence between a subject-prominent language, Enlish,
and a topic-prominent language, Japanese. A Japanese grammar researcher,
Akira Mikami, clarified: 1) The central word of Japanese syntax is a verb. 2) A
subject is not essential. Thus, this paper proposes a modified GTA using short
sentences as the “concepts.” The proposed method has been experimentally
applied into requirement analysis of an education supporting system.
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