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Abstract

A performance of OCR depends much on the quality of input characters.

Never the less,

there is no definite description for the quality of characters which the OCR can read. Such a

unreasonable situation derives from the fact that we have no through grasp on the variation

of characters, especially handprinted. In this sense, some analyses of the variation of uncon

strained handprinted characters are attempted.

From the points of view of matching and structual analysis, we employ entropy and connec-

tivity respectively as quantative measure of variation. Finally, we give the classification of
variation by the intuition of researchers who are engaged in the research on OCR. The data

base which we used consists of 140,000 alphanumeric and kana characters written by 1,400

different authors.
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Fig. 1 Superimposed patterns of unconstrained
handprinted kana characters.
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Table 1 Entropy comparison between unconstrained
handprinted character with handprinted
common-use character.

a) Alphanumeric and special character.

IvruE— zvboEg—
X % X #
BHFEXFERATFEXE HEFELFRAFEXE
N © 0.620 0.448 (A P 0.580 0.522
N 1 0.679 0.674 (A Q 0.734 0.679
N 2 0.686 0.53 (A R 0.731 0.608
N 3 0.633 0.521 (A S 0.742 0.638
N 4 0.722 0.661 |A T 0.426 0.318
N 5 0.773 0.689 ||A U 0.599 0.405
N 6 0.696 0.588 |A V 0.607 0.453
N 7 0.567 0.436 A W 0.727 0.609
N 8 0.725 0.709 [[A X 0.573 0.475
N 9 0.689 0.606 { A Y 0.505 0.384
A A 0.631 0.555 (A Z 0.639 0.523
A B 0.761 0.616 S % 0.656 0.573
A C 0.510 0.3%5 |S + 0.501 0.417
A D 0.689 0.561 S - 0.518 0.423
A E 0.666 0.559 S k 0.677 0.587
A F 0.563 0.453 |S 0.206 0.206
A G 0.724 0.625 |[S = 0.546 0.557
A H 0.624 0.490 ||s ¢ 0.410 0.392
A1l 0.655 0.418 s ) 0.423 0.409
A g 0.532 0.44 |[S . 0.399 0.388
A K 0.648 0.539 ([ S 0.605 0.576
A L 0.502 0.307 |f S 0.479 0.410
A M 0.695 0.575 ||S ' 0.399 0.299
A N 0.701 0.605 | ALL 0.908 0.913
A O 0.639 0.630
b) Kana character
T bod— TVbeE—
X ¥ X %
BHFEXF RAFECE HHFEXFRAFEF

K 7 0. 481 0.445 | K 0.401 0.309
K 4 0.502 0.442 | K A~ 0.444 0.391
K v 0.566 0.492 | K & 0.532 0.511
XK =z 0.568 0.460 | K 7 0.477 0. 446
X % 0.602 0.554 | K ~ 0.433 0.358
K # 0.676 0.579 | K s 0.599 0.548
K % 0.627 0.593 K = 0.853 0. 468
K 7 0.559 0.465 || K 3 0.592 0.559
K # 0.546 0.477 | K & 0.542 0.477
K 2 0.527 0.438 | K x 0.518 0.444
K 4 0.577 0.494 | K = 0.609 0.532
K o 0.582 0.541 | K + 0.577 0.517
K =z 0.540 0.475 K a 0.585 0.494
K + 0. 660 0.600 [ K =3 0.687 0.527
XK v 0.530 0.418 | K 3 0.613 0.517
K % 0.607 0.532 ||K 0.553 0.445
K ¥ 0.566 0.504 | K 0.708 0.629
K v 0.596 0.500 | K v 0.506 0.409
K 5 0.572 0475 | K ®w 0.671 0.504
K 0.457 0.418 [K ©v 0.521 0. 441
K ¥ 0.518 0.43 |K 9 0.632 0.540
K = 0.573 0.416 | K v 0.634 0. 468
K = 0.577 0.557 | ALL 0.842 0.822
K * 0.630 0.558
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Table 2 Number of connected components and b) Kana character.
number of loops
% | RS M vo— 7 K

a) Alphanumeric and special character. F l 1 2 l 3 ‘ 4 5 0 1 2 3

% EHRAK f N - F B T | 1237 174 0f o 0] 1189 222 0 0
Z ! l ; | 3 ’ : 5 u 5 ] ‘ P ‘ 3 4 | 1350 60 1 0 0 ] 1411 o] o 0
b3 86| s18] 7] 0 0 | 1410 1 0 0

0 | 1421 1 0 0 0 23(1382| 16 1 x |1332] 76 3 0 0 | 1410 1 0 0
1 1440 4 0 0 0} 1388 56 ] 0 A | 1382} 29 0 0 0 || 1367 | 44 0 0
2 | 1444 o} o 0 ol 1210 231 3] 0 # | 1411 0 0f © 0 || 1230 180 1 0
3 | 1444 ol o 0 0| 1432] 12 0] o # | 1411 0 8| o0 0| 1379 31 1 0
4 1444 0 0 0 0 || 1009 | 435 0 0 Vi 1381 30 0 0 0 || 1410 1 0 0
5 | 1323 121 0 0 0 | 1441 3 ol o 4 | 12951 108 o o 0 i 1411 o| o 0
6 | 1489 0| o 0 0 42 | 1446 1 0 o | 1381] 30 o) o0 0 || 1411 0 0 0
7 | 1379 65| © 0 0 [l 1441 3 0 + | 1411 0 o] o0 ol 139| 12| o 0
8 | 1444 o] o 0 0 1| 116 | 1321 6 v 13| 84|1314| 0O 0 | 1411 ol o 0
9 | 1441 3 0 0 0 53 | 1388 3] o =z | 1362 49 o] o 0 | 1411 o] o 0
A [1421| 24| o 0 0 76 | 1363 6| 0 + | 141 0 of o 0 | 1090 | 321 i 0
B | 1440 5 0 0 0 57 | 275 | 1109 4 V] 74 | 1337 0 0 0 | 1411 0 0 0
c | 1445 0 0 0 0 | 1437 8 o} o & | 1353 54 4] O o 679 731 0 1
D 1392 53 0 0 0 151 | 1283 11 0 ¥ 897 | 514 0 ] 0 || 1222 188 1 0
E | 1297 129| 15 4 0 | 1441 4 0 v 13| 12501273 © 0 || 1411 0] 0 0
F 1335 | 104 6 0 0 | 1444 1 0 0 7 14 1 1336 57 0 0 || 1407 4] 0 0
G |1308| 123! 14| o0 0 11204 | 227 | 23 1 b 1369 | 42 of © 0 | 1411 0 0 0
H | 1349| 9 1 0 0 || 1445 0 0] o0 + | 1410 0 o} o0 0 | 1408 2 0 0
1 | 1365 80 0 0 0 | 1444 1 ol o = 1] 1410 o] o o || 1411 0 0 0
3 1 1344| 101 0 0 0| 1433] 12 0} o0 2 | 1410 1 0| o 0|l 1371 40 0 0
K :1391| 54 © 0 0 | 1440 5 o o0 * 609 740| 56| 6 0 | 1410 1 0 0
L | 1442 2! 0 0 0 | 1444 0 0 0 s | 1410 1 o} o 0 | 1411 0 0 0
M | 1348] 97 0 0 0 | 1444 1 0| o ”~ 6 | 1404 1 0 0 || 1411 o} 0. 0
N |1427; 17| o 0 0 | 1444 0 o] o £ | 1286 | 124 o] o 0 | 1410 l 0, o0 0
O | 1289 155| O 0 0 38(1373| 33| o© 7 11410 1 0, o0 o 1411, 0! O 0
P | 1435 9| o 0 0 i 1211320 3] 0 ~ | 1406 4 1 0 0 | 1411 0 0 0
Q | 1438 2( 0 0 0 9| 2211191 19 +* 18| 232 | 1161 0 0 1395 16 0 0
R | 1306} 137 O 0 0] 147]1272| 24| o - | 1336 75 o] o 011394 17 0 0
S | 1429! 14| O 0 011419| 24 o] 0 N 10 37131 2 0 | 1409 1 0 0
T |1373| 70| O 0 0 | 1443 0 0, 0 4 | 1326 84 1 0 0 | 1401 8 0 0
U | 1436 7 0 0 0 | 1436 7 0| o 2 | 1407 3 ol o 0 |i 1410 0 0 0
V| 1435 7 0 0 0 | 1268 | 174 0| o© = | 1146 ] 265 of o 0 || 1403 8 0 0
W o| 1427 16 0o, o 0] 1200]| 65| 8| 0 + | 1410 0 o} o of 32| 878/ 0% ©
X | 1442 of o 1 0 | 1441 2 0f o 4 | 1324 e7 o/ 0 0 f 1411 0 0 0
Yy |1421] 20{ o 0 0 [ 1440 0; o© a2 | 1370 41 0| 0 0 i 1411 0 0 0
Z | 1441 1 0 0 0l 1392| 46 40 o x | 1327] &80 4| o o | 1410 1 0 0
¥ | 1396 | 37 1 0 0} 1385 39 7 3 3 (1269| 128| 14/ O 0 | 1407 4/ O 0
+ | 1440 2 0 0 0 | 1440 2 of o 5 3| 1408 o, o 0 | 1411 o © 0
— | 1441 1 0 0 0 | 1442 0 0| o y 2| 1408 1 0 0 || 1411 o] © 0
= | 14391 3] o 0 1 [ 1439 4 o o W 12 1397 2! o 0 || 1411 0 0 0
s ol 1 i 0 0 | 1442 1 of o Vo[ 141 0 o o© 0 | 1411 0 0 0
= 221422 o 0 0} 1441 3 0 o© o | 1318| &8 5| 0 0| 3441067 0 0
) | 1441 1 ol o ] 0| 1442 0 of o 7 | 1208 { 203 o} 0 o | 1411 0 0! o
(| 1440 2 0 ( 0 0 || 1442 0 0of o 4 | 1392! 19 0, 0 0| 1401263 g o0
1440 1 01 0] 0] 1439 1 1 0 ] 728 55| 123 1 0 | 1410 1 0 0

, j144a] o] of o ojua| 1] ol o z |1154| 28] 9| o] o0 1183 228, O] 0
[ 1437 7 0 ‘ 0 0 | 1444 0 o] o 7 | 1323 87 ol o 0 | 1405 5 0 0
v | 1440 1 0| o] o140l 25 6 3 v 19 | 1392 0| o0 0 ! 1411 o] © 0
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Table 38 Intuitive classiffication of character shapes
a) Alphanumeric and special character.

0l % 0T % % (3] % |[a] % |[E] % % 1 [7] % %
0183.19] 77339} 2 | 41.13| |2 [51.21]] & [34.68| | 566.13| 6 [76:21{ |7[79.84| | & [7742
D} 504(1113.31[|2]31.85(3 {39.11]|4]23.39} | 5 |24.60| 6 |14.52| |7 | 7.66|} & | 8.06
ol 4.0 ' {11.69{(]| 9.27| 3 | 363} |22.98]|s | 6.45{6] 5.65||"7| 6.45|(F | 685
6] 336|| 1] 1.61]|2] 484|]2| 282||4| 8.06] || 2.02|b] 363||T| 4.03|| %] 484
ol 210 21 444(|3| 282||4| 5.24|| 4| 040 nlos1l3slos1
Al 12 2| 3233 081||¢| 484]|57| 0.40 ‘71 040/ 8| 0.40
4| 042 Al 282 K| 081 71 0.40||¢ | 040
0| 042 21242 040/} 8] 040
3] % I[¥] % 171 % =L % 1x] % [T % L % 0L % 1D %
g 18871 [ ¥ |5444| [+78.23|[—|82.26{ | % |87.10] | / [99.19|| =169.35]| ( |90.32]|) [94.35
G | 9.68||%(39.92| || 7.26{|.-| 847||¢| 7.26|[X| 057||=|17.34]|\ | 7.26|]) | 3.63
9| 0.81]|%| 4.03{1] 6.86/|~| 5.24] |% | 5.24] =1 g.87]|C| 1.61]|>] 12!
P | 0.40|| 4| 2.0 || 444||- | 403||%]| 0.40 =1 2.82{|7] 0.81|]N} 0.40
Pl 040[| %] 1.61][+] 242 = 1.61 2 1040
(4| 1.61]|+] 081
% D1 % |[o] % Y] %
*[98.80|[ 2[92.71||—]63.56| (¥ |98:79
] 1.20]]y| 5.26| ]3| 26.32|] 1 | 081
9| 2.04 v 7.29(|w | 040
w283
Al % |[B] % IC] % 101 % |[ET % |[FT % 1[6] % [6] % 1[R[ %
IA{82.66]|B|88.31|[C [86:70||D [80.65]|E 9476 {|F [39.11]|& |65.59] & ] 0.81 ||H [68.71
A10.48|18| 4.84|C| 726}10 |11.69]|E] 3.63||F {25.00||&|17.00| &| 0.81{|M| 6.06
Al 2.02||B] 2.02/|C | 6.05||P| 2.02|E| 0.81}|F|14972||G | 3.24| & 0.40 ||H]| 2.42
Al 1.21|B] 2.02 D 1.61|[E| 0.40(|F|t2.10{| G| 3.24| 6] 0.40||H| 1.21
A 1218 1.21 D | 1.61||2| 0.40|{F| 4.84]|r| 2.43 H| L2
Al 0.81]|B| 0.81 DIRTA H 2'312 a gg;)s H] 0.41
081f|&
N 8%‘ E 82% 3 036 g 0.31]|g] 1.62
1T% 10T % % [T %0 1[M] % 1INT % |{O] % 1{P[ % ]lQ] %
1 (68.15||T [79.50| 1K [60.48] | [69.92] [M|82.66{|N [69:76] | O |76.11} |P |75.40]|Q {B4.21
I 18.15]|7| 9.39] | |35.89{[£-|19.43| M| 8.47} | |2540( |0 |12.90{ |2 | 9.27]|a | 6.88
/113717 | 4.49][K| 1.61||L| 9.72||M| 6.88] Y| 242||5| 6.67||P | 5.24||> | 4.86
71 867K | 0.81]|L| 405|Im| 0.81{ | | 081l{0 | 2.02}|P| 4.84]IQ| 2.83
J| 1.22]|k | 0.40){K | 3.24] M| 0.40{|N] 081[[O | 1.62]|P| 4.09||6:] 0.81
s | 0.81{[K | 0.40||~ | 2.02{ /] 0.40| | 0.40|0| 1.21{|¥ | 0.81||S| 0.40
7|08!|[x]|040}|L gg{ Wi 0.40[ Y| 040/|6 | 0.40||P| 0.40
T X
ﬁl%S%T%U%V%W%X%Y° Z| %
R[79.84][S [62.50] [T [91.13]|u [63.71] [V [82.29| [W [86.07] | X |95.57] | Y [92.71] [ X 45.56
R |12.90]|S [28.23| 7 | 4.03}|u|21.14| [v[1048|[w| 688[[x| 0.41|(Y| 5:26{|Z|34.68
RI363|ls | 7.26/IT[ 2.42|0]1290[|v| 1.21{|w| 6.48{| x| 0.41||Y/| 04111 Z| 7.26
rR|1.e1lls| os1ll7] 081Ul 1.21]|v] 1.21|[w| 081[| x| 0.41]|\| 0.41||Z| 6.05
e|os1|l§| 040]|T| 081]|U| 0.41]|v| 0.41]]ws] 0.81|] x| 0.41{|Y| 0.41|] 2] 2.02
R|081|[3 | 040||r| 0.81f|W| 0.41][v| 041 | 0.41|]Y] 0.41}] %] 1.21
R|0.40(15 | 040 | 0.41|X| 041]( B .21
2081
2| 0.81
7| 0.40
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b) Kana character.

Tl AL % 2l % [I] % A %] Hhl % 1E]L %[5 % % 1[3] %
7140.73) |4 [8347)}7 |39.11]| = [8347] {# |46:77| | #2|59.27] | % |39.11] | 7 |34.68| /7 |61.69] | 3 |80.11
T11774114 | 8.06|[% | 25.40|| =[11.29| | A | 2782 | H |2984]| % |2742| |7 |29.03|T [30.04|| 2| 766
T 1145214 | 7.26||*% }11.69)[ =| 2.02f|* |10.48] || 5.65)|F|2179|| 7 {14.92]| 7| 2.82]| 2] 1.0
T l1a11} 4 | 0.81]|7j10.89f| T| 1.61||4| o.68 || a4a]{X] 847]|7 [13m]|T] 1.61]{2] 08
7| 6.05|4 ] 0.40{|*7 | 7.26{[ | 1.61])7F| 287 |7°| 081[|>| 8.23|| 7| 3.23[|7 | 1.21|| Z| 081
V| 484 71 282 A 207 L1 28271 121|123 040
<| 201 AL #| 040 7] 1.21]|F | 040
7| 1.2 21 0.40(|7 | 0.40
Y| 0.40
B % |1 % J[X] % |lt] %t/ % 191 % |1F] % IV % {571 % |~ %
[41.94]13/(39.52| | X|65673| | &2|38.31| [ /|65.24|| 4 {26.05| | 4 |26.56 | [y {7764 | 75347} | ~ |57.89
+|31.85) [ Y2742 || 211976 | |4|34.68] |'/|3387|| 4 |10.92| {4 | 2531 |[w|10.98] | 7|1429] | F|12.15
Flaamel| ¥y 1845 [ R | 11.69]{&]10.08] [ V| 7.26]| 7 110.08|| 411245 ||| 5.69| |7 |11.02| |4 | 1053
| 242]] > 6.05]| A 1.61]|*<| 6.85} ¥ | 3.23||7 | 10.08|[ F|11.20|['7| 325||7| 6.12]| ! | €.88
Y| 282(|X| o8| || 363 |V| 0.d0{|9 | T.14]|4]| 9.54{|/| 1.22||7 | a.90[|}| 445
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