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Comparison between paper books and electronic
books in reading to answer questions

Hirohito Shibata" and Kengo Omura’

This paper compares the performance of reading such as reading speed and accuracy
between a paper book, electronic books (iPad, Kindle), and a PC, in the task of reading
to answer questions that is frequently observed in office work. We considered two
situations of reading to search for answers, searching for answers in text documents and
searching for images. We conducted two experiments according to the two situations. In
the first experiment of searching answers in a text manual, subjects read 38.6% and
60.2% faster with the paper book than the cases of iPad and Kindle, respectively. In the
second experiment of searching specified landscape photographs in a collection of
photographs, subjects read 27.1% faster with PC than the case of iPad. These results
show the superiority of paper books in comparison with current electronic books. We
have a prospect that current electronic books do not replace paper in broad range of
activities of office work as it is.
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