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Comparison between paper books and electronic 
books in reading short stories 

 

Kentaro Takano†, Kengo Omura† and Hirohito Shibata† 
 
This paper aims to evaluate readability of electronic books. Twenty six subjects read 
short stories using paper books, iPad, Kindle, and a notebook PC. We evaluated 
readability through an experiment comparing reading speed, cognitive load, and 
subjective evaluation. At first, no significant differences were found in the reading speed 
between the four media in the case of reading without turning pages. However, in the 
case of reading that includes turning pages, subjects read with paper books significantly 
faster than the case of Kindle and the notebook PC. Second, we measured the cognitive 
load of reading in each media using NASA-TLX, but we could not find significant 
differences between the four media. Finally, subjective evaluation shows that iPad had a 
positive score in the overall evaluation as a reading device, display quality, and usability, 
but it had a negative score as for fatigue during reading and the weight of the device. On 
the other hand, Kindle had a positive score as for display quality, fatigue during reading, 
and the weight of the device, but it had a negative score in the overall evaluation as a 
reading device and usability. As a total, paper books were evaluated highest between the 

media in almost all criteria of subjective evaluation. 
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`-�Þ'�Kindle $��ü�Þ7©-]:^_`a�Ht�UU-/ír(-2
XY�q=�]:^_`a*bcd1ef7�MNOPtC% FG$Å1�d`�

]:^_`a*bmef7� iPad' Kindle7Vn=8$ !�F1/��(-2 
2.2 ��)�*+,-	'$(��� 
Nielsen $¹5C��8$ !C$% ©a�iPad ' Kindle C$% $��âU

qY2.$./UE�iPad' KindleC$% C�8$ !7��1IJ���*�
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)�  
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Kindle 2$NO�åæçdç@ (6çüý) � iPad (9.7çüý) ©aD@)`�� 
Ce*yzXYef���$¥Ô$�Ñ) (Ff) �@)`d-2.$./��
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(·¸ 33 ��)ClqY2% H$��� IC æ?:�Cz�XY2]:^$w�/
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Ú:�:$1�v*ùq=DÉ1/zXY2¯°$����²�á$�%*¹Ô
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$yzMNOPC$%&©aDâUqY [p<.01]2���iPad C$% FG��T
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