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The Use of the Words Annotated as Archaisms
in a Japanese Dictionary
in Modern Written Language

Wakako Kashino' and Manabu Okumura'™

Old words, when included in Japanese dictionaries, are often annotated as "archaic" or
"obsolete". However, the actual use of those words varies depending on the individual
word. In this paper, we investigate the use of such words using the Balanced Corpus of
Contemporary Written Japanese (BCCWJ). As a result, we show that the old words can
be classified into some categories such as (1) already extinguished, (2) used only in
historical novels, and (3) written by authors who lived long ago. We also find that some
words are still widely used just as the modern words.
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