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What is the meaning of music to human beings
who evolved into digital vocal communications ?

Kimiaki Tokumaru (System Engineer)
2—6—15, Fukasawa, Setagaya-ku, Tokyo 158-0081 Japan

The ultimate difference between humans and non-human-animals is that language
is digital communication. Some say that singing developed human language, while
others think that music is one of cultural activities that were born after language. The
author finds no contradiction between the above two hypotheses. It is possible that, in
the beginning, humans were crying and singing like other mammals and, through
mimicking natural sounds, they shared a set of discrete consonants and eventually
acquired a language. Then they started to cultivate themselves with various cultural
activities in peacetime, and improved their stage of mind and artistic abilities so that
they should become human beings. It is the cultural activities that make humans into
human beings. As Confucius said, 'It is by the Odes that the mind is aroused. It is by the
Rules of Propriety that the character is established. It is from Music that the finish is
received.' The music is the most sophisticated and most spiritual among human linguistic
and cultural activities.
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