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How Japanese learners of English pay attention
to prosodic cues in aurally presented English
sentences

Chie Nakamura' Yasunari Harada'" and Shun Ishizaki'
"Keio University "Waseda University

The purpose of this study is to determine what information Japanese EFL learners tend to
rely on in analyzing sentence structure in English and if it varies with their English
levels. The experiments were performed to determine which types of information
between prosodic and syntactic cues Japanese EFL learners would apply to the sentence
structure, under conditions where syntax and prosody were placed in conflict. As a
result of the experiments, prosodic cues seem to be the most important information for
Japanese EFL learners at primary level, but as the learners’ English levels become
higher, they tend to rely more on syntactic cues in sentence comprehension.
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41 RBRIBME-TOVTASATIYFNXICE T 2T ERLFARIRNEE
1) [[The new teachers] 1 [watch baseball on TV.]]

2) [[The new teacher’s watch] 1 [has stopped.]]
3*) [[The new teachers] | [watch has stopped.]

LE 1), 2)DORHE TR, [F CHFEFIDN GRS DD, ZNENDOXOHR TR S
HEEREEZ RS I =~ AXT ThH B, X DHITBW I [The_new_teachers] s £ .

[watch)SEYEA R T 2 DITxF L, 3L 2) TlX[The new teacher’s watch)|X T TH 5, A
e T TR VTR, XEDOEMEFR L& L COMSUE RN T GESRE & Rih g~
ETREIND T 0 YT 4 EBRPTRTHGEERIEI B L TV A, TREILOLEIC
B 5 EFH L 1) TIE The new teachers”, 3L 2) TiX”The new teacher’s watch” Tdh 5 =
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* The new teacher’s watch has stopped.

..............

; [[The new teacher’s watch stopped.]] -

; B AEH &

*iﬁjt_liﬁﬁi ZuJT 4 EHRD
=5 S—

—7"‘:’/"/“*%& [[The new teacher’s watch Stopped.]] SERBAED — 3

; T A : l . ' l

K1 =<V LICBITAHEXIERE 70 YT  FRPTHREKED %

The new teachers watch | baseball on TV.

HFEEODANE X

The new teacher’s watch | has stopped.

¥

The new teacher’s watch baseball on TV.

Wi-oa YT 4
IAY YT X

The new teachers watch has stopped.

X2 HFROANBRIICIDHE-T1 YT 4 I A~ v FLDOIERK
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* The new teacher’s watch has stopped.

[[The new teacher’s watch(T ] has stopped.]]
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BRI LB ERICEE L WA EEXZ LD, Ukt L, 1) teachers” % IR
TAEEAE, 7oV F A ERICESWE BB A L TWAZ LD, JEES A
RICBWTERICEDVRBINDG T YT 4 FEREEF MO FENR 1Y & LTWVD
LEZONDS, HEERTIE. BT YT I Ay F X1 T L, SHEEHR
EEEL TV ) —< b 1 XEERICREZ, / —~ /L XORMIT, EBRANTY
4 T —XOEEER-T LM, HBRED [ XEOEFEEZERT L LI RMOE
WAL CTHRELTWINEHETT27-OICHWS T, / —< )LD EHERAL G
P B W CTEME DR HEERE (80%LL T)IE. XM OB 2 BiE L TV WD GE
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ZDRIKIERBEIND, FIZIEEBRNTERICEASNEETFO I B, 04) (K2
=) OFEFCBILZ T YT 4 #ICETDH L, XEOEETH A [Your friend’s
bookIZH1F D EEERL 7 7book” 12k K7 7 & v h @I, & B IZ[Your friend’s
book] & % D4 1Z¢ < [was found in the box. ] IR IEALE (T ) 23E 2N D, T 4)DFE
FEEAOEy FHICEBWTE, XENOTE L D%k < BEES OB O 7 E
DA CTHD Z L BNbnD (X 4 2H),
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4)[[Your friend’s book] T [was found in the box.]]
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1500 Hz

[was found in the box.]] o
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K 4.65ms, HEHERZE 0.57) Thotr, LEOHEEHR, TROANEZ R — /27 4
IV 2 ALBR 72 ¥ O F T2 logic pro 9 (Apple) % Hv 7=,

Vol.2010-NL-196 No.10
Vol.2010-SLP-81 No.10
2010/5/27

44 EEBEHDOEE

WERE D WFE I OFEREICIE, HRE BN ARFERIZERET TZE L TW/2 Versant
English Test D &3 % F\ 7=, Versant English Test {33 75 i@ sk H2 17 & i - 72 78 1)1 &
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FBAHFEHHOT A RD 1| DL LTHEF LTS T A N TH 2D Joiner 1997, i H
2002), F 7z, Versant English Test D% m1L 3 — 1 v NFFELE S EM(CEFR) T E S
NTWDRGENOR|FEE L)L <E *F)i L CH Y (Tannenbaum & Wylie 2005), A EE#Y
BRE O JLFE NI & PRI 54 LTV D,
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B LT\ 7o, Versant English Test (2 & 2 #%82# D 9555 /11 CEFR (3 — 2 v @S M
) 1231 B L~ B PR L ~UL(ALB2)IC % 5,
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4.6.1 EEX 1

1l XOMFE-Ta VT 4 I A~V FLE 11 XD —< )V XLDFF 22 TN 1 XLTHT
VHENIRRENT, BEEN 2 EFAEINTZRICEEOBREN 2R CERIN, HH
BRET 22— 2OEFX—D 122 LTELWVWEEYBREZEE L, AF
WZADHENC 6 M OMEE B ZATV, #EME T, MEICHRE DBEIZE T 5 72 ONCE
BOEBRNT 4 — KNy 7 L LTEREINT, MEMEOK T %, 22 MoMBE 7
HEIEEAT O BIZIERIEDIERRELBZD 7 4 — RNy 7 3B R EN o7,

n————

tearzs| [ amn em | | 2aes A
Ta VSR (F—H L)

X5 FZE1FIE

4.6.1 EEX 2

EBRITHALE22 LI — AT g LV FZNEE L2 OREFIRE L THIRE
Nz, WErEIL, BHEAEEESBWE L TXBENO EESS L ET L L OHERS
iz, EBR 2 ORFE D HRNCHE NS 12 X &7 o7, EMETIIe — 27 ¢
WA SN T RWBFOEFAEAESREZ, FIES LCE, gBREIIEF20 210
HASNAMIZY A= 7 ORICET L, TO%, 3 BIHOFFFARC EFEHS A
Kbl LEIMETHF—R—FD 1 =M LEIEE2IT-> 7, WBRE D EERE 12
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SO X0 RIE L RIE FIEICER 2%, RETIE IO A H TN EE OFRIEN T
FMLENTZHDOTHDZENTOEBZIOLI, B— AT ¢ L FME I N 7575 22
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L LT, MAENBEEEIEIZLIY ., TFNOTER D & F 0%k < HEESOMIZHREA
SN D RIENLE OREFEREM 2 AV, 2 BOEF ) A= 7 Ot%, 3 EIEOFEFHAED
Tty FnbHBREN 1 X — 5T E TOMSERZ L, &N OKIEALE O
FERERE R N IC SOS T & TOIUEIEM, RIEALE O R ThUG LTV 2 E 13 A B &
L7,

B N ORI E ORI, SR FLAkRE R 266ms, fedE 1119ms, 1) 708ms T
Hotr, TRENORIERE ORI ST, WREMAIE B2 BRI L THE ¥
—Z T E CORISHEMICH L TR RESBRH D0 E I MERIET D720, RILAL
BATHETE TCWAMBEORISHMETOS M EZRD - E 25, IEMRRIGHEE O
¥I1% 285ms, k£ 1062ms, i 1lms TH - 7o, EMSUSFEERICR T 5 V151X 285ms T
HY . THIEEFHNORIENLE AR O 266ms LV H 19ms EWEITTHBH Z
b FHENORILALE MG R RIALE 2 78 LT b ST 5 £ TORMIZ T4y
TholtbFA D, IHIT, BARNOKIEALEMRGERE & EAF/ R EMFOMBE Z 34T L
=& A, FBEBRN RSN o T (t=1.15, p<0.2647)Z & 5, IRIEAT & fkifor e
NEITVERIEMAENTY—FLEITXD VI b TIERVWEEZLND, LD
2 mh, BERENOKRIEMENTORKIGRFHZHEE Loz 9 EL N EES
N5,
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FEREXEBIZTa Y T AIERER VRS RD EVIBRINRENTE, T LD,
WIRPEFE L E N T A LRI BT T e YV F o EHRICE S WM 2175 —F7, 3
FEONERBICON, FEFEF T a0 Y T o R TII R EECRERER R SUEHIC
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1. $EB-JOYTAIRIYIYTFX

[

. [[The new teacher’s watch] T [baseball on TV.]]
The new teacher’s watch has stopped.
The new teachers watch baseball on TV. (FHEFOEFEF 2 ANE )
2. [[My friend play] T [the piano at school.]]
My friend’s play made everyone laugh.
My friends play the piano at school.

3. [[Your sisters answer] T [questions quickly.]]

Your sister’s answer surprised everyone.

Your sisters answer questions quickly.
4. [[Your neighbors shovel] 1
Your neighbor’s shovel got lost in the snow.

[their sidewalk carefully.]]

Your neighbors shovel their sidewalk carefully.
5. [[Our neighbor’s] T [fish lives in the tank.]]
Qur neighbors fish in the lake on weekends.

Qur neighbor’s fish lives in a tank.

6. [[The young student] T [guards don’t get tired easily.]]
The young student guards his books carefully
The young student guards don’t get tired easily.

7. [[Our dog’s] T [bark sometimes frightens people.]]
Qur dogs bark at the neighborhood cats.
Our dog’s bark sometimes frightens people.

8. [[All my friend’s] T [work was lost on the bus.]]
All my friends work at McDonald’s.
All my friend’s work was lost on the bus.

9. [[Trainers of wild] T [animals are brave.]]
Trainers of wild animals are brave.
When they are wild, animals are brave.

10. [[Only some winter] T [birds fly south.]]

Only some winter birds fly south.

At the beginning of winter, birds fly south.
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11. [[Almost all young] T [children like to eat cake.]]
Almost all young children like to eat cake.
When they are young, children like to eat cake.

I./—%7ILX

. [[Your friend’s book] T [was found in the box.]]

Her friend’s show] 1 [will be held at the theater.]]

His client’s target] T [is the young generation.]]

His friend’s help] T [is necessary to solve the problem.]]
Her brother’s rent] T [is too expensive for this apartment.]]
Your daughter’s request] T [was easy to accept.]]

Her sister’s nail] T [got hurt in the door.]]

The student’s point] T [was unclear to the teacher.]]

The customers] T [claim discounts all the time.]]

0. [[His parents] T [love to travel around the country.]]

1. [[Her sister’s look] T [seems to be different than before.]
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