
 
IPSJ SIG Technical Report 

 1 
 

 
 

† †† †  
† ††  

 

2

 

 

How Japanese learners of English pay attention 
to prosodic cues in aurally presented English 

sentences 
 

Chie Nakamura† Yasunari Harada†† and Shun Ishizaki† 
†Keio University ††Waseda University 

 
The purpose of this study is to determine what information Japanese EFL learners tend to 
rely on in analyzing sentence structure in English and if it varies with their English 
levels.  The experiments were performed to determine which types of information 
between prosodic and syntactic cues Japanese EFL learners would apply to the sentence 
structure, under conditions where syntax and prosody were placed in conflict.  As a 
result of the experiments, prosodic cues seem to be the most important information for 
Japanese EFL learners at primary level, but as the learners’ English levels become 
higher, they tend to rely more on syntactic cues in sentence comprehension. 
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1. [[The new teacher’s watch]  [baseball on TV.]] 

The new teacher’s watch has stopped.  
  The new teachers watch baseball on TV.  
2. [[My friend play]  [the piano at school.]] 

My friend’s play made everyone laugh. 
  My friends play the piano at school. 
3. [[Your sisters answer]  [questions quickly.]] 

Your sister’s answer surprised everyone. 
  Your sisters answer questions quickly. 
4. [[Your neighbors shovel]  [their sidewalk carefully.]] 
  Your neighbor’s shovel got lost in the snow. 
  Your neighbors shovel their sidewalk carefully. 
5. [[Our neighbor’s]  [fish lives in the tank.]] 

Our neighbors fish in the lake on weekends. 
  Our neighbor’s fish lives in a tank. 
6. [[The young student]  [guards don’t get tired easily.]] 

The young student guards his books carefully 
  The young student guards don’t get tired easily. 
7. [[Our dog’s]  [bark sometimes frightens people.]] 
  Our dogs bark at the neighborhood cats. 
  Our dog’s bark sometimes frightens people. 
8. [[All my friend’s]  [work was lost on the bus.]] 

All my friends work at McDonald’s. 
  All my friend’s work was lost on the bus. 
9. [[Trainers of wild]  [animals are brave.]] 

Trainers of wild animals are brave. 
  When they are wild, animals are brave. 
10. [[Only some winter]  [birds fly south.]] 
   Only some winter birds fly south. 
   At the beginning of winter, birds fly south. 
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11. [[Almost all young]  [children like to eat cake.]] 
   Almost all young children like to eat cake. 
   When they are young, children like to eat cake. 
 

.  
 
1. [[Your friend’s book]  [was found in the box.]] 
2. [[Her friend’s show]  [will be held at the theater.]] 
3. [[His client’s target]  [is the young generation.]] 
4. [[His friend’s help]  [is necessary to solve the problem.]] 
5. [[Her brother’s rent]  [is too expensive for this apartment.]] 
6. [[Your daughter’s request]  [was easy to accept.]] 
7. [[Her sister’s nail]  [got hurt in the door.]] 
8. [[The student’s point]  [was unclear to the teacher.]] 
9. [[The customers]  [claim discounts all the time.]] 
10. [[His parents]  [love to travel around the country.]] 
11. [[Her sister’s look]  [seems to be different than before.] 
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