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The Future of
Open Education and Lifelong Learning

TORU IIYOSHI" YOICHI OKABE'"

Over the last ten years or so, open education--as a global movement in education--has
been advanced through various practical and experimental endeavors. In Japan, some
pioneer efforts have also been made in three areas: “open technology,” “open content”
and “open k nowledge.” During the same period of time, lifelong | earning ha s be en
promoted a s pa rt of t he ba sic gove rnmental pol icies i n e ducation, andt he Open
University of Japan (OUJ) has been playing its critical role as the national center in the
arena. This session reviews the current state of o pen e ducation and lifelong 1 earning
through s ome e xamples, a nd e xplores a nticipated ou tcomesint he future. I t also
discusses “how opening up education can resolve some o f the critical issues that Japan
higher e ducation and! ifelongl earning is f acing” a sw ell as* what strategies,
technological infrastructures, and support structures are necessary at each of the national,
regional, and institutional levels” to achieve these goals.
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