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Cultural Parameters in Dialogue Interactions

YASUHTRO KATAGIRIT!

Comparative difference in dialogue interaction styles are demonstrated based
on an empirical examination of a set of task-oriented dialogue corpus data for
Japanese, English and Arabic. An idea of cultural parameters is then proposed
to provide a framework for characterizing apparent differences in dialogue in-
teraction styles from people with different cultural backgrounds. Their position
in computational theory of dialogue will also be discussed.
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RZAUBES —E, 232 Thi»EZhidE R: Oh yeah, he climbs to the

& ;”’3"“’ other side.

REHATLESR L: Oh, can he do that? maybe...
L:# R: Yeah, yeah, yeah, he climbs
RZNEFIT to the other side... And then
L:Za he... finds out that it's an
RigpoT island. And he cries. cuz

L:Zp Z ARGO, EFsiEaiv el
_BEIIID, EopTrL—F ANT
REIC O INIT e T EI T

now he's stuck in the middle
of an island.

L: Right.
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R:Oh how about... okay how about this? how about this?

R:He... xxx | remember... he tries... he fr... he...he tries, and it doesn't work... he
gets really angry... ah, it breaks... he gets really angry... and... he almost falls
down... but he gets himself up and he goes and finds another stick...

R:Ah! and then he tries... and he...

L:Makes it.

R:He... no... he doesn't get all the way.

L:But...

R:He doesn't get all the way, he gets... he jumps but he lands on a lower... another
place... this little island here.

L:{laugh} Okay.
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W Elaboration
M Elaboration—>Elaboration

Japanese English Arabic
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Negative Response

Japanese English Arabic Student
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Cecurmences

Japanese English Arabic

Language
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