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A Study on the Application of the Internet
Astronomical Observatory to Information Education
and Its Improvement from a Viewpoint of Education

HARUHIKO UEDA!T KENETSU NARITA!, SYUNJI MOURI',
YOSHIKO TAKADA!T  MASAHIRO NAGASHIMATT,  HIKARU
KAMEYA'T

Internet astronomical observatory is an attractive facility that combines computer and science education
profitably, and its effectiveness to the educational use is well known. We have executed many educational
practices for using the Internet astronomical observatory, and reconfirm its educational effectiveness. However,
there remain problems that the educational practice by using Internet astronomical observatory is not performed
from the viewpoint of information education, and is limited to low age groups. In addition, a disadvantage that the
Internet astronomical observatory lacks sensory information has been gradually remarkable. In this paper, we
report on the educational practice from the viewpoint of the information education, and the application to quite
different age groups such elementary school students and collage students. We also report on the improvement of
the Internet astronomical observatory by utilizing sensory information, and the results of questionnaire survey
concerning these improvements. We finally discuss the future of the development of the Internet astronomical

observatory.
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