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Similar Answer Merging Method
for Question Answering System

AKIKO YamavucHI™ and JunicHr FUKuUMOTO 2

Question answering (QA) systems generally provide several answers for a
given question, however, some answers are similar or the same. In this paper,
we propose merging method for similar answers of a QA system. Our method
first chooses a pair of similar answers extracted from an answer list and merges
them into one answer. The similar answers will be broken into semantic con-
stituents, called Basic Elements (BEs) proposed by Hovy, and the common
contents and additional ones will be detected with comparison between each
BEs. The additional contents will be merged with the common contents to
generate one answer. In the experiments using QAC4 test set with our QA
system (Rits QA 2008), we extracted 502 answer pairs from 2740 answers and
succeeded to merger 408 pairs.
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